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EDITORIAT

Britain
Still on the Sick List!

Forthefirsttimeformanyyear",ro}!11n|sbalanceofpaymentswas
in surplus up to po""itfy €,:lO *iifion in L969. This d'espite the heavy

Overseas investrsent whieh must be either Eeaf,-record Or of recOrd propor-

tions of approxi*"i"fy g1rO0O million. Thus the ailing trsick man of
E\13ope'r seem6 to have perked. up in his economic health' In reality' it
is the sickness of Britisir capitaiisurrg rivals which as contributed' in
large measure to this result. 

-Denaluation 
and' thus an ind'irect attack

on tbe standard of litring is now having quite irnportant effects' Thus

British goocls on tbe ,rorld market ""r, 
f," soltl cheaper than those of its

competitors.

At the sane time, the revaluation of the mark, while strengshening

the position of G;;ry capitali-sm, gives a correspontling ed'ge to its
rivals. llhe Geroan capitalists sle-tfre need to eitentl this aid with the

increasing division of labour on a world scale, especially between the

iarlustrial_ised. "o.ot"i"", 
the fate of ,all is linked. together far uore

than in the past. .A.t the same time, the record' expansiOn of rorld' tradet

.til*-igi,'i"Xt-y"tr, which is one of the consequences of the fo:srer gives

a certain leeray to make such concessions. l{ tUe same time, inflation in
the United States makes this gigantic m*rket more accessible to British
good.s. The ttiffieulties of ErEnch and Italian capita'l*, 

^the 
upsurge of

the working elass have forced. up wages in the last couple of years' in
aild.ition the higber rate of increa"E in prices, have also assisted' the

position of British capitalism on uorlil- markets'

The rise in wages, which was mueh higber &ping the last-few years,
among all the nain competitors of Sritish capitalisn than in Britain'
hsve all contributed. to the recovely of British capitalism on world
markets. Eowever, in spite of tbis Britaints share has not increased to
the sane extent as world. trade. Thus, in reality, there is no org3nic
change in the declj:re of the past period'

The collapse of the attenpt by the Governnent to inpose anti-trade
union legislation, due to the resistance of the lebol3 and Trade Union

Movemeat, whi-ch even affected. the tops of the TUC, r'eflecting the wave of
rank-ancl-file clete:mj.ned. opposition, has in its turn re-inforced' the pent-

up nilltancy of the organ:.sed. vorting-class. The wage offensive of the

workers has extentted. frm the ind,ustrial workers to embrace wid.e sections
of the white co11ar uorkers never aisociatecl with nilitant acti-on in the
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past. llhe oiners, engineers, postal vorkera, alockera, teachers, dustnen'
civil Bervants anal others have all put in for substantial increasea, uell
beyonal tb€ so-calleal 'rincomes rrlr.a" of )Uo.

Ttus the prioes and incmes policy has coropletely collapsed as the
rorking class realiseai that it rernained a brgke on vage inc:resses and nae
c@plete1i ineffectiv€ ln reprd to prices. The trade union lead.ers, forced
into seni-opposition to the poticies of the Governnenl r have flosted rith
the tide puttinA in for incleases of fr@ tZ% to 5@. in the case of tbe
geanea I

Ihe plecarious nature of the recovery in exports on the vorld narket
frm a long-te::o point of viev is inalicateal in the low rate of inve8tnent
la productive inalustly in c@palison wlth Sritainto !i ls. Anerlca has
a projectett rate of j.ndustrlal investoent of about L5/. t:nis year. Gerrnarqy
antl Japan have einllar figules. The figures of lta1y snd France ale higher
than those of Brj,tain. According to a recent survey by the CBI of invest-
nent intentions for uew plent anA equip.eat ir Sritain this yea! in private
intlustzlr, it aeounteal to only )y'o I fhe solution of the CBI is for nore
conceaaions to Big Drslness a).reafur heavily depen<lent on subsidies and grants
to th6 tuDe of 0500 to 01r00O Dillion per arurrrr!. Thus the nonopou.es snd
c@bineg while becoing !0ore intertuinetl bec@e alao nore parasitic on
the State.

fhe approach to join the &rropean Econoic Corunity is Principslly
motivateal by the co118!se of Sritish cepitsl,ism rs uorld power ecotr@ica1Iy'
dipl@aticsUy and financially. It ie an indication of the reBlisatio!
thst the vorLd powers of the c@ing decades, given s continuance of the
present reletionship of claaa forcesr nill be staliniBt h:ssia, Anerican
inpe!1al16o, the grorth of Stalild.st China into a worltl power, Japan, with
Britain trailing far in the rear,

Uhether Blitish capitalien will be Buccessful in the foray into Arrope
riII depenal on the cost. Fo! the tr@ent r there hae been an acceas of
confidence in financial and industrlal circles due to the indediate recovelXr
of Sritain re econ@lc position. Ilhis year vi1l probably 8ee the realisatlou
of the aurplus on tbe balance of payoents rhich has been put forvard as a

tal8pt. Elt the amount inYested abroad by Sri.tish capitali$0 is reaching
stalgerlna ploportione. fhue the parasitio !3rling class prefers to inveet
or"iI"." wUere- tney can obtain a higher rate of profit ' than to feno\rate
an6 ref'rbieh Britieh inthrsttT. This i.nl,o'es an enoltrous burtlen on tbe
balance of paJrDents. Eowever, ruch of the hysteria in the capitaliBt p:less

on the balance of palmente 8ep is iatendeal fo! plopagantlB purpose.s for the

FLrpose of extractini ,'sacrifices,' fro!tr the rorkin8 class in the iater_ests
of ihe "rrtioarr, i,e. nonopoly capital. The eelf-saEo firns which are ottaining
enofllous Eubsidiesr atso invest in plant and lntlustry in other countriea'
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The militancy of the vorkers on the industlial front is the first
begi,rming of a reneued rad.icalisation of the working class. This is not
yet reflecteal on the political front. The contml of the left-uing in
the Transport and. General Workers and the AEF are the beginnings of 

'Ieep-seated, proceoses vithj.n the working c1ass. [tlo asakening to industrial
action of teachersr postal workere antl cirril aervants is the begj-nning of
the process of " trbenchification'r of the for.tD.e! rlrespectableI and'tprofese-
ional" vhite collar layers of the vorkers. This is a vital process Lrhich
wlI1 have inportant political con8equences in tbe future.

Fo! the rnoment, the disiUusionnent vith the ueasureg and reBults of
the labour CoveraE6nt are not deep-seated yithi-tr the olganiseat Iabour and
Trade Union noveoent. The result of the next election is sti1l in the
bslance. ftle ovelrhelBing Eass of the working olaee cannot see any
alternative and thus, naturally, remain loyal to the Isbour Governnent
even if opposed' to it8 neasules. The Comunist Party and the vsrious
ultra-left sects renain as an inportant fringe on the oute! edges of the
Iabour Movenent. Thei! screans and. hysterical denunciations of the
Government gain no inportant support froE tbe Iatour Movenent ' [hough
critical, the active elenents in the Movenent are pthering together for
a defence of the Movenent frm a lenewed and revitali,sed ToI'Y offensive.

It is within the org3nised Eovenent that the forces for a revival
of the socialigt ains of ihe novenent r11I be alevelopeal. fhe begirming of
the ledval of the Yortng Sociallsta is indicative of this process' The

restlessness of former staid layers of the middle class i-s ind.i.cated by
the revolt of the fafitrels' rho have taken a leaf out of the book of the
trlench peasants. [tre vicious and poisonous racia].ist out-pourings of
PoweII against the coloured. population end nor against the llj-sh "aIiens",
alvays g'iven extensive coverage 1n the Dass nedia, is an intend'ed insur-
ance in the long-tem by the ruling clase. A coldIy calculating and
c'unning politician, he has his eyes on the future social crisis in
Britain. The ease with uhich €1 mitlion Yas pr@iseal by smal1r niddle
and Big Bu8iness intelests for Powell to roake a bid for the leadership of
the Tory ?arty is a portent fo! the future. Powell rejected this as
unpropj,tious for the roment. 3ut it is an inalicat ion of the rooney which
will be ralsed by Big BusineBs in a ftrture sociel crisis and as a reply
to a radlcslisation of the vorking cLass. The left in the Iabour Moveroent
will ig::.ore these omens at their peril.

'rlhe increase in production, paltly tlue to the increaseal intensificatlon
and. increageal productj.vity of labour, wirich tooX- place- in 1959, uill
plobably be lepeated. in 1970. An increase of )f" $ 4tr is likely. This is
a Eisersble figure 1n c@parison with loost of Sritainrs main opponents
in the stnlggle for econonic and political pouer. OnIy America' despite
the huge investments j-n industry, vi1l havs a lerer
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iacreage. Thie is expected to be in the legion of only 1% or eor whicb
anount s to a yirtual stanal8tlll.

Desplte the increase of production, uaeoploynent ln Sritaln renains ovel
half a Eill.ion. Soae of thie oay be nopDed up this year but uneaployoent
uil1 reoain highe! than lt haE in tho psst.

fbe Detaiee vhich perrradeo Srltlsh societJr ie inalicated by the revolt of
the yorth anal in the universitieo. ltris 1e aor beglnning to spread to
intluetry. llhe so-calleal t'perEissive eociety'r is an indioation of the beSin-
ni[g of the breakilown of ]ourgeol8 EoleB. It 1g an explession of the
twilight of lrltish capltalisn. A1l the factorB aaltluced above are indic-
ation of the 1on6-tea olisis of 3ritish capltali8D. [he firet opening bars
of nen tunes sre being ptayeal at the pre8eEt tixoe. All the etrands' react-
lonar7 anil revolut ioaarlr, are beiag gBthereal to8etbe! to forE a new synphoqy
of etnrggle.

The torking clasB has raiseil ita stenalardg anal the leve1 of its ideag.
The uncleer demande, anong the ailvanced layere of the ladustrial workeret
leflecteal even ln the docunentg of the NEt for 'rnorkers I control and part-
ioipatioa" in the nrnning of lndustrXr are leflectlonE of a deep-seateal
process beginning aooBg th€ arlvanceil vorkera.

['he!e iB a contlatliction in the lon level of politlcal participstlon in
the labour Party at the pr€sent tiEe. t'bls v111 oharSe on the basis of
evente. Meanwhile, the p6ssLol6E of ths Prlbune Lefte nelely shor{s that
they lack tho compaaB of llarxiet analysiB antl of Marxlst perspective. treu
struggles and new storms rrill bring a otomJr develolnent of the Left Wing
In the Iabour Moveoent. Procegges atsong the youth are indicationg that
the f ounalation of 8 eatxiat current nithin the Left are being laid. It is
on the baaig of the 8t!u881ea of the future of a virile working claEs Yhich
haa not knoun a decisive alefeat for deoadeg that the Soclslist perepectives
of the future in Xcltain mrst be based.
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Perspeetives for Britain
by TED CRANB

EIITORIS NOIE: This article uaa r"ritten in October, I!58,
for the forersner of M.I.R. We are

republishing it here i-n its orig'inal folo because ve bel'ieve
that it letains its relevance as an analysis in Marx-
ist terlns of the long-ter:a crisis of Sritish capitalism' its
effects on class relations, and the developnents i'n the
Iabour Movenent.

One of the most strikinS features of the 188t epooh since the Second

Worl.d War haa been the steady attlition of the powe! of Sritish capitalisn
on a rrorld. sca1e. Year by year in relation to its nigh{ conpetitors'
Anerican inperialiso aad the niShty hrsoian bureaucracy it has been out-
distanced. Even in relation to its lesse! rj-valar trlancer Ge:rnany' Japan
antl Itaty, its poHer has drastically declined'. In every field the d'istance
between lhe forter night of the unchall.e'nged norld powe! and its present
inpqtence and tlecay has been enphasised.

Only very reluctantly has Blitish capitatisn been induced. to accept a
Iesser role. The banklrptcy of the power of British oapitalism hss been
partly ilue to the terrible rois-ca lsulat ion of trying to keep up j'n the first
a:.risior, (nilitarity) uith AEe]'ican funlerialism and hrBsia instead of accept-
ing lelegation to that of a secondary national power. The consequence has
been a series of atefeats which h-as non e:tended ove! mar\y decsdes. However,

Briti.sh tunperialisn rra s the first i-Epexi.alist power to understand the
inpossibility of EaintaininS alirect cortrol over the &pire. Both under
TorT antl Iaborr Governnents step by step they letreated to indirect and
economic neans to try to maintain thej-r fo:tet dmiDation. Meanwhilet
in spite of the sad recognition of her changed role, arms expentliture has
stil1 continued to rise even if nore slowIy than in the paet. This expend-
iture remains as a d.ead weight on the British econoqr.

The Wilson Government r perhaps even nore than the Tor';r Governments of
the psst, has renainetl iu the hands of the pemanent offj'cials of the
Foreign office, of the Treasury and of other alepaltoents. The reluctant
abandonoent of the role of British imperialisn East of Suez and in the
Persian Gulf has been forced by the chronic crisis of British capitalism.



l.IiIsoD and the other Iaborr leaders have been conpelled to sxallow their
fiery pre-1964 and post-election announcementa. f,eath and the other leaders
are appealinS to the jin8o elements in the country and demanding the
protection of the tsassive 3l.itish investments in s.E. Asia and the Persian
0u1f by continuing to xoaj.ntain the bases in the area. In practicer even if
they wlre in power they would be compelled to act in the sane way as Wilson'
The economic fscte of life and the narrov shoulders of Sritish impellalisn
are incapable of bearing the heavy burden of the mi.li.tary bages and of naval
power in these areas. The decline can be graphically expressed not only ia
econonic terns but in the collapse of Blitish imperialistt I s naval suplenacy'
Fo! three centuries Sritannia ruled the waves. Nolr he! nary i8 only thirtl
in the 1i8t of wo:rla1 Pot ers' that of America and that of Russj-a being tuice
as great. Srltain's i-nvulnerability as a sea poYe? has long been entled'
Sefore the Flrst World ,.ia! British Inperialismts ravy rras equal to that of
the next three nava l- povers together; the nilitary Iace uj'th Gemany began
when Gemarly attenpted to challenge this supremacy and ended t ith the Flrst
worlal l,Iar.

After the First tr/orld War at the Conference of l92O' Britain hati to
accept parity irlth Anerica arrd a 5.5.). ratio rrith Japan. ftri8 in reality
meant the suprenacy of America. Nou since the Seoond \^/orld War Britainrs
navy has bec@e second rate and' can in not vay challenge the nighty navles
of Russi,a antl Aroerica uhich have far outdistanced her. As Marxist8 have
aleays explainedr nilitarY and naval polrer is dependent on economic power'
rhe vain endeavour to tty aDd naintain the reverse has endetl ignomiaiolsly
for British capitalism.

6.

Britainrs Decline

In hlhatever directi.on British capitalisn turna ahe finds herself
thvarteal, because of he! weakness- trtoD an i-Eperia I poyer the turneal
toBarals Europe once the lelative auccess of tbe Common l'[arket becade
apparent oaly to b€ cont e[ptuous ly spurned by her fomer semi-satellitet
France. ttr; Blj.tish ttiplonats have succeealed in getting the worst of all
norlds. In politics there is no gratitude, and underlyj'ng aII the failures
has been the slou j.f relative decline of htitish capitalism in relation to
her fomer rivalg aad. allies.

[he atteEpts of the Iabour leader6 at the dictates of the City of
Ionilon to rnaintain the value of the pound in relation to other currencies
lras detefinined not only by ecohomic factors but also by consid.erations of
prestige and por.rer internatlona IIy. In the pursui't of this uill-or-the-
wisp, under the Suiaance of the "expertBrr tbe State threatened to bankrupt
itself and the neagures of the Governrnent resulted in econonic stsndstilL
over a perioil of Jrears i this at the expense of the livirg etandards of
the people. It further weakened Sritish capitalism economically in



Subsid.ies to industry under the Iabor Goverrrment have reached
fantastic ]evels, if to this is ad.detl the grants, taxati-on and deprec-
iation allowances, The expense of industry to the State has reached'

1 b of refo:mism have been

comparison with other pouers and still d.id. not prevent the second. d.eva1-
uation of the pound. since the Second. World War. Oe each occasion it has
been the Iebour Government that has had. to d.o the d,irty work of British
capltalisu and. insur the od.lum fron the lower nid.d.le class and. those
sections of the population who invested. srna11 sums in ilsavingsrt.

Even in relatlon to the sterling bIoc, which in part has endured
since the r30s and. uas a weapon which Sritish capitaIisn has used, since
the Second. World. War as a means of safeguard.ing her markets in Ind.ia
and Afri-ca, the position is changing. In ord.er to prevent a neu run
on sterli-ng and a new d.evaluation where not British oapitalism but out-
sid.e 'lspeculators't can call the tune, British capitalism has been forced.
to borrow yet another loan fron international capital, and. to attenuate
the role of sterling aB a reserve currency. [his in its turn means a
d.efeat for the policies of the City of London and. a loss of the financial
pre-eminence which Britain has naintained. for centuries. The endeavour
to hold. on to all these d.ifferent spheres of por+er has furthex aggrav-
ated. the long-drawn crisis of British capitalisxo and. the relative d.ecay
of British industry. Ihe latter, which was the basis of the fo:mer
pre-eminence in all field.s of British imperial grand.eur, was too weak to
stand. the strain. And. on the contrary, whereas in the past there had.
been an interactlon of these factors to the benefit of British industry,
now the burd.ens were too great and., therefore, as in a [power failurert
the British j-ndustrialists had. to shed. the load. Thus part of the
function of the sterling bloc and. of the sterling balances in the event
of a new run on the pound. will be shared by foreign banks and. foreign
currencieg.

tr\rsion of the llonopolies with the State

In the past period, more than even under the Tories 1n the pastl
the Government and. the State have d.egenerated into a pliant tool of
finance and. industrla1 capital. The fusion p1 State monopoly capital
and finance capital with the State is a process which unfolds stead.ily.
The monopol-ies are linked. with the State and. the State promotes nonopoly
for the purpose of itefficiency" and competitlon abroad.. This has not
prevented the monopolies from becoming ever more parasitic and. leaning on
the State for the finance need.ed. for necessary industrialisation. In
their rrlviid.-Te:m Manifesto[ the Iebour lead.ers wag the finger of admonition
at finance-ind.ustrial capital - in the politest terms possible of couxse -
but d.emonstrate the complete parasitism of finance capital- by pointing out
that the super monopolies which in fact dominate the economy d.o not fulfil
the function of taking trrisks'r which was fu1fi1Ied. by capital in the past,
The State provides the money for nodernisationl the monopolies take the profits
Where there is a 1oss, that is the State rs business. Soth the 'Iory and.
the Iabour leaders express the interd.epend.ence of the nonopolies with the
State far more than in the past. flhe Industrial Reorganlsation
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repeated. here that one of the reasons for the endemic crisis of Britj-sh
capitalisn lies 1n the trassive import of nanufactured good.s which defeat
British capitalisn even in the hone market, in spite of having, next to
America, the hj-ghest tariffs in the wor]d., lroro a position of contin-
uing imbalance between imports and. exports, Jenkins calculates that
exports Ln 1959 wilL increase to such an extent that it vill give a
favourabLe balance of trade of up to €500 nillion.

It is not impossible that this forecast wiII be realised.. However,
this h'iIl depend upon the expansion of world trade, and, of course, this is
d.ependent on political as wefl ag economj,c factors. The situation in
South East Asia, where a continuation of the Vietnam \,/ar wouId. zut the
dollar in jeopardy and threaten to bring on a ne!, financial crisis, is of
course one of the factors in the situation. British capitalisn is far
lese in control of world factors than at any other tine in history.

A new xoovenent of the workers in Srance wou1d. precipitate a
tlevaluation of the franc and. in a cha in leaction bring down the d.ollar and.
the pound. with it. This in its turn could. produce big novements of the
working clsss which wouLd have econonic effects. But as things stand
at the moment it r.rould seem that the likely course of events would, be in
the d.irection of a continuation of the present upswing on a r.rorld. and
national sca1e. One of the outstand.ing features of the post-war period
has been the continuation of the enormous export of capital. Thie has
drained Sritish industry by the sane roonopoJ.ies vhich dominate the
economy on a national scale.

10.

in the country; If, ttre n@6n
fron the Goverrment sector whi

t 5u7a
ch now constitues only abant L6b of t:ne

econony. Ehe roore t,han )t1a of productive nanufacturj,ng industryt
includ.ing stee1, in the hand.s of private capital, together with the
d.ependent service industriesl only succeed in investing the other hau of
the tota1. Such is the parasitiso and loss of function of the so-caIleal
entrepeneurs .

8.

This year, contex0ptuously bnrshing asi,d.e the eovernment restrictione
on the export of capital, it is reaching record. Levels. In the post-war
period., having d.issipated a great part of the resou"ces invested overseas,
they have now been built up to over fl15,000 rniJ.lion, which, ever taki.ng
into account the d.epreciati-on of noney, anounts to a record Ieve1, apart
froE Aroerica the highest in the wor1d.. ,Itris is one of the factors that
at one and the same time extends the econonic power of the nonopol,ies
and. aggravates the crisis at home.

The parasitisn of the monopolies is now conplete. In exports, i.n
subsi,di-es, in investment, in capital exports, they are inextricably
inteltwined with the State and. the econony as a whole. The 100 mono-
polies with interlocking dlrectorships with the banks and. insurance
giants have a greater grip over the econony than finance capltal has
ever possessed in the past. i./ithin the space of less than a d.ecad.e
they have dwindled from over 600 to less than 300. This interlocking
g:iant with tentacles fike an octupus spred.B into every facet of national
life. [trey now 1ay thenselves open as a tempting target for national-
isation. fhe d.euand for the taking over of the comand.ing heights thus
assumes concrete shape.



Wilson and the Goverrment have roore and nore becone the trouthpj-ece of
'tefficientrr, of l-arge-scale organlsation of indu8try, and. thus inevitably
of Big Buslnese. lJilsonrs method has b6en that of changinS the naEe of
things in oraler to cover up the fact that there has been no change in
policy.

The Capitalists and. the Iebour Goverrr.nent

In reali-ty, the pollcies of the l.abol]r Government, like those of the
Tory Goverrunent before it, have been dictated by rrthe needs of the econonyrr.
But the econqoy is a rnonopoly-ridden capital-ist one, and therefore any
policy is 1n realj,ty dictated by the needs of Big thsiness. Either there
has to be a complete break with the policy of supportlng Big Susiness and
taking to the road. of l,larxist sociaLi.st pollcias or the road that has been
taken by the Iabour leaders, that of capitulation to finance capital.
Ihere can be no mid.dLe road..

The "nistakes" of the Uilson Governuent have been the nistakes of the
rrexpertsrr, of the capj,talist econonists and of the professional ad.vi-sers
in the Civil Servi.cer 1.€. of the State nachine. [he bsnkruptcy of the
policies of refo:mien, of an rtindependent road." (1.e. independent of the
class struggle), with the rtgovernnent" laying down the lar to the c1.asses,
who mu6t coLlaborate fo! the benefit of all' have demonstrated their
futility.

WiLson tried. to play the rote of a rrnationalrr leader and in doing so
had to separate hixnself frorn the working class and put hinself on the
standpoint of the bouxgeoiBj-e. C1ass attitudeg in a class society are
inevitable, and thus l{ilsonr with the policies nenti.oned abover in the
early period secured. the adulatj.on of the capltalist pxess and the
admiration of Bi8 Bu8iness. The contimred ailing of the Sritish e conomJr

and the crisis of British capitaList power, forcibly revealed by the nove

towards devaluation, devalued Wi,lson in the eyes of the bourgeoisi-e '

trbor adulationl the Press passed to hysteria in thej'r denunciation
of lJilsonts nistakes. In spite of the attacks on Yolklng class stan'Larde

and. the lavish concessions to the capitalist classl they tried to aake

VJiIson a scapegoat for the disease of the systen itself' At that stage

they were even toying with the lilea of a National Government, and even the
forled resignation oi wil-son, to bring forward aa Prine l{in:lster an even

nore r1ght-wirg fig:.xe sucb as Callaghan o! Jenkjls ' For a HtroLe peri'od'

"p-to 
i[" Iaboir Party Conference of ]968r s syBtenatic canpai'gn has beon

conducted to unseat Wilson. 'While the suggestion of e Natj'onal Govern-

ment has been kept in teserve, at the sane t j'me the attenpt was nad'e to
switch Prine Minj-sters. Thj-s failed because i-t would have neant a split
in ihe ?ar1:-arnentary Ieborr Party and the prenature foruation of a
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rrnatiotralrr govefiuent and the driv:ing of the laborrr Movement to the left.

Events at the fUC and the labour Party Conferences have forced the
spokesmen of Blg &rsiness to Dake a re-assessment of the situation. lhe
TUC and Iaborr Party Conferences, have been ftrced into opposition o! setoj.-
oppoBltion to the policles of the labour Goverroent. The defeat of the
Ooverr.nentrs Plrices and Incomes Po).icy, both at the IUC and, by an ove!-
rrhelming najority of the Unions and the Constituency Parties at the l,P
Conference, are aynptonatic of the situstion that ie developing. 1969 wiII
6ee the bigAest up6u-rge of intlustriaL stmggles, official and unofficial,
invo}ving a vld.e cross-section of the organised uorking c1ass, since the
var. &rgineering, docks, transport vorkers, clelks, draughtsnen, building
workerg have s1I been involved in induetrial stnrggl,e.

The question of equal pay for wonen haa also for the first time in
d.ecad.eg assuEed a burnin8 actuality. ftre strike of the v@en volkers
at Fortl ls. bas triggereal off a yhole seli€a of strlkes.

A Srrina to the l6ft

There hae been the begi.naing of a suing to the left in the union
branchee and Congtituency Iabour Partieg. This nood vas reflected at
the TUC and Iebour Party Conferences, which shoued. a questioning and
critical- nood developing anong the organised anal active advanced. sections
of the Iabour Movement. At the preaent ti-me, this is only a mood and
not an active and swelling movoment. Eence the fact that it has not
received any real organisetl expression.

Eowever, it is again necessaqr to stress that this is the !96!44i4gof tFe beE"innin& of the beainnina. The spokesDen and. representETivEi-of the ruling cLass recognise this process clear\r and it could be seen
once again in the changeti attltuite to Wilson in particular, and. the rightlling leade:ro in general. Thus a nev revanping of the role of Wilson iae
taken place in the press. They have accepled that while the l€bou!
Goverment last, Wilson vi11 neiessarily r-nain as its leader. Ihey clonot ,,ish to open the frood-gates to the EirS.tancy antl enbitterment oi thewolking class by provoking conepiracies against itrllson. '*ith the d.evelop-ing roood of politi-cal and industrial nililancy, the labour lead.ers need.especially a fomer trBan of the }eft,r. wilson vduld. be bette! for thejob than a National Governrnent or the Torieg.

The stlategists of Big Business have to calculate whether it nsv noteven be better if the economic sj.tuatj.on continues to iraprove in $Ob/iOto have a nen Iabour Governnent rather than a Conservative one. .Awlrson-Jenkins "nirracle't in the econonic field., ulth oecondary concegeioneto the working cLasa, vould., und.er these condiiions, be better than a
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Tory Gsysrnment faced with a rad.icalised and united. anci embattled
c1ass. Thus they are preparing to refurbj-sh the irnage of Wilson
national Lead.er. If the ecorrony ehould. continue to ascend., they
prefer a lebour Gover'ruoent to ho1d. d,own the d'eveloping indrrstrial
of the organised. workers"

working
asa
would
militancy

The Iabour Governnent, without real economic slunp as in 1929-)1, is
as yet not I'exposed't to the organised. masses in the Labour l{ovement -
not bven conpletely to the active sections. It d.epend.s on the events of
the next 18 nonths to 2 years for the bourgeoi-sie, or rather its strategists,
to d.ecid.e on their tactics. l,,/hat is clear is that they prefer to berrkind'tl
to the leaders of the Iabour Governmentr through the roass med.ia, thus show-
ing that for the perlod of the life of the Iabour Governmentr they have
accepted. l{iIson as the best Iabor leader they have got.

It has always been necessarTr to understand. the limitations of
Conferences, whose decisions are distorted. by a measure of selected and
slanted. publicity given to its d.eeisions. The broad' masses and' the
active workers in uhe Constituencies, the housewives and working peoplet
have not got the time to foLlow in d.etail the processes and d.ecisions of
Conference. Even the d.elegates at the Conference are not completely clear
as to the processes takrng P1ace"

Nevertheless, with al-1 these linitations, the 3 million rotes cast for
the resolution frorn Liverpool of the ivlarxist left at the 1958 Conferencer
represents a mod"est success for the methods of Marxi-sm, which has always
tried. uncompromisingly to put forward the issues in a clear fashion in the
Trad.e Union branches, the CL:)s, in the factories and among the youth"

une resolution, however, does not make a tenoencyr and whilet
und.oubted.Iy, both ,itfrin the 'Irad.e Union Delegations and within the CLP

d.elegatiOni, there was a profound disquiet and uneasiness among the
d.e1elates, reflecting simrlar processes in the masses, there was not a sure

and certain left current of thought. The basic impression left by the
Conference \.Ias that of confusion in the minds of the d'elegates as to where

they were going. on the one hand, they }:now what they do not want - the
pollcies of the present administration; and they vaguely d'esire socialist
polic:.es. But what to do is not yet clear to them'

Yet in nany areas d.iscontent ls alread.y beginning to be expressed.
Nlany rank-and.-fiters in the CLPs and the IU branches are looklng for a

wa/ forrrrard. llere and there even ultra-left ideas will be expressed
as a gesture of d.espair' All these are portents of the coming develop-
ments in the *o.r"r"rrt. The so-calIed rrleftgtr are completely blind'' and

incapable of giving an funpetus to the movement. on the contrary, their

L).



that tur t&B e$,ffiArn Gf &4
l*lLeon ffi0 ffi GU; lr{cce
triuh&amt,hil lefrr tb
eond;lti*ms* ' t

tll€ tneffip&

$?es$t dnUr

the t'ay la
uiuld' ftc

f$rr.h
reforuiot of t&s

rG*a

&turS s;to$Bt -

Serar*net#s, thls @rt b. treh fil lht mtext of t&e, geWfl
level of wrei.**iseas of, tbe ror'{Ha}g eleeE grd. @ of tbi astSYS'

. 
seetLqss, of the or6enias.roveudnt ttsel,f"

Great eve&te1 it is aeceslargr to repaa*, and the experl"mgp c.$-sus
aoveuents, ar6 rttli n6c6ssar? to &etC ffie uleso*. thtro nil-L heve
ts h nany gfeet ugeri.enees - €verr for the gathering togpGhor of q lefb-
refomist cp eq1ltfflst sunrent, ia rdfrt"ch th.e idoas ot lfar*tEn u111. gather
mass eupport"

!fuat lras "tc +h uas
rrbl"& a sW

In the evenh of a netr eoonomj.c criei,s - r*hlch ls ileperrd.eut 0n S0r1d
deveiopmente * the.atteupt to irarye rsw aad harsb assur66.+8F#nqt'*he
workL$ *lass nLII provoke deep renentment rq$ a tt*e of f,evo$f * uh,io[
will have broad $chi*s i^l! &. ArHrmentarrg, talaf hrtyr espm{atXf ia
the Irade {Inion wing, Ehis in its turn we,Id inevifiably rafse the
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npildrr nature in the baying of the nass med.[-a against the Government at
the tj-ue of clevaluation" Any seriotrs natlonal or lnternational crisis
r.rill provol<e a eplit in the ParlLamentary Eartyr antl the going wer of
the rlght u'ing openly to the Tori.es. It should be remerabered that the
last l{ational Govermmaat was formed[ roore than a quarter of a ceqtur;r agot
and lps not the sarae oonnotatlore in the EXDds of the nev gene?atlon as
of, the okl, But it sbotll(l be stresseal that a Nationa]. Govemment wotrld
only be a regetrro ysapon to be plalreil rel,uotautf.y W the nrling c1ass,
t*b.en other lrogna hare falled" ?en1nrarlly, it oorld. infllct a cnrehing
elsotoral defeat on the Iabour Party; but lt nerld undotrbteclly push the
Iebour Movemeut - aadr ln uordes the top 1sclers of the Trad.e llnlons and.
Iabour Barty - f,ar to the left.
.it*;'*
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If the economj-c situation imgroves in the immed.iate period. ahead. - and
d.espite the pessinism of the ind.ustrialists (interested., of course, only in
profit) - ttris seems the most likely course of events, then the possitility
of a firrther period. of office of a Iabour Government cannot be exclud.ed..

The bourgeoisie is weighing up the mood of the workers, the strength
of the Iabour i{ovement, and. the prospects after 1970. A Conservative
Government facing the forces of the frade Union movement, psychologlcally
intact and moving to the left, wou1d. face great cifficuities on the
industrial field. Defeated on the political plane, as the workers wouId
see itl by the renegacy of their 1ead.ers, they wouId. turn to the j-ndustrial
field.. And. whereas the Iebour Government has succeeded. i-n achieving
greater results in holding the workers in check, and. at the same time has
given enormous concessions to the ruling c1ass, it is not certain that the
Conservatives could. have a like success facing the forces of the workerg
virtually intact. Und.er such cond.itions a Conservative Government would
face an entirely different situation than aftet L95l- and could. only inpose
therir solutions at the cost of a heightening of class tension, and. of the
class strrggle splitting the 'rnation'f openly into hostile camps. 0f
course, the bourgeolsie are also vaiting on events to d.ecid.e their tactics.
For the moment they are extending to the Iabour leaders a favourable ioage
in the mass med.ia.

A new Iebour Government would. come to power with an entirely d-ifferent
attitud.e on the part of the workers than d.id. the Iaborr Government of 1955.
The attitud.e of the ad.vanced. sections of the movement, of the IIJg and. CLPs,
is far more critical and. watchful than it has been in the past. It i-s even
more censoriou.s and rtwaiting on resultstf than the attitud.e of the workers in
1945. Then, on the basis of the new upsurge in production and of the nation-
alisations, the rad.icalisations of the working class was held, in check. Now,
on the new historical sca1e, events national and. international will be piling
one upon another, resulting in the rad.icalisation of the working class. If
the beginning- of the process of change in the oonsciousness of the advanced
I-abotrr workers has begun even und.er the present cond.itions, a new inpetus
will take place with a Iabour Government which d.oes not deliver the goode.
The process of radicalisation, of the hardening of the opposition of the
flabby rrlefts'r in Parliament, and. r.rithin even the top lead.ership of the trad.e
unions, will proceed. not in the guarded. and polite tea-tabIe manners of the
recent period.e but of open and. harsh opposition to the measures of the
Governnent.

This will of course be d.epend.ent on the economic and worId. situation.
But the present curve of upward. development within the framework of the world.
upswing will not last more than a few years, and will be fol1owed at best by
a recession within this broad framework.
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The Tories ' Dilemna

What is interesting at the same time is to observe the process in theConservative Party. fbom having been basically the party oi Big Bo"ir""" _
but with the top leadership under the control ot ttre putricians, it has
become the part of Big Business now, even so far as the ser-ecti.on of thetop leadership i-s concerned. Heatn is the personification of the Briti-shbourgecisie. His ned.iocri.ty, his repellent image (which the ,"""-r"ai"is trying to refurbish), his Lack of irnpact - ar-I this is a refrection ofthe bourgeoisie itself at the present period.: a mirror lrhich, of course,the bourgeoisi.e regards with d.istaste. Tn actual practice, while makj-nga great..d.eal-of nolse, the Conservative party has in reaU.ty nothing to"opposerr. The Iabour Government has faithfilly, if clunsiiy and slupidly,carried out the dictates of the capitalist class _ nuch roore effectivelythan a congervative Government courd have d.one unoer the sane conditions.

This has put the Conservatives in rather an enbarassing positlon.
The C61sgr"vs;ive victories at the by_elections and. the Councilelections have been by d.efault of the Laiour voters, rather than byenthusiasn for the Tory Party. Basically, the programme of the Ctnser_v-ative Party is no different to that or tle Latour leaders - with the

|1f!919nce that agai.nst the mass vorking class opposition they would f j.nd.it difficult to apply. Any attempt on thej,r part to carry tlrough measuresagainst the interest of the \,rorking class, in ihe teeth of the oplosition oftho raboux movexoent, vould. provoke industrial upheavals, 
".r"n 

poi"ibly .new General Strike.

But with the veakened cond.ition of Brltaj,n, a new General Strike wou1d.
have- far more catastrophic consequerr""" 

".orrori"a1ly, politically and soci-al_Iy than the General Strike in ltance. With a new generation and with anenornousLy strengthened working c1ass, its results iould be entirelyd'ifferent fron the General strike of i925. I"roreover, the white-corrarworkers now have an entirely d.j,fferent attitude than ihey had. pre_war.
Tod.ay, the bourgeoisie cannot even rely on the sons and. daughters 01, thenidd.le class and. the ruling class them-selves. This is ""iA;;"; ;; ;;"radicalj"sation among the siud.ents, which is as yet i-n its early beginnings.

- That is why the strategists of capital are as yet uncertain in whichdirection to turn. In the event of a ?ory Governmentr the nasses in therll and Iabour l'lovement will swi.ng massivel! to the lefi. ?o nraintainits possition, the lead.ership will be conpllled to put forward denagogi-cslogans, vhich in turn would. feed the novlnent of the masses. The"oigun_isati.onal diff elenti.at ion within the Iaboux Movement oight thereby bedelayed to sorne extent: but only by engend ering a uave of mass s-trugglesagainst the Tory Government which wourd-threaten to overwheln them.
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A nev thirteen-year period. of Tory rule seens to be ruled out by thesituation on a world scale and the ""r"tio"uirip or crasses at hone. Thus,a fory Governnent wourd. not be long lasting rui wour.d bring to power aIabour Government und.er aroused. nass pressure from its inception. Mean-whiIe, from the point of view of 
_ 
later d.evelopnents, the powel1-Sand.ys wingof the Tory Party is being kept in being, ," " ,"u"rve weapon. I,nrhilenot taklng seriously most-ot tire quaint and. outnod.ed. economic theories ofPowellr at the same time the colorr question-i"-l"irrg kept in reserve,for use in the event of social crisi.s.

The tendency will be und.er these circr:mstances for the rebour workersto naove to the left and. sections of the politically backward. nid.d.le classelements who support the Nabbaros, sand.ys, powerlsr etc" to move to theRight' Erom the settled. anil tranquil-Party-of Blg Businees which theTories have been for generations, fiiey will L".or* instead a party ofupheaval and. splits" The support or-the alleged. support wrrich powell
received. from a snarl section of the d.issatisfled. and. economicalry
threatened sections, trad.itionally labour, in their attitud.e, such as thed.ockers and. snithfield. porters, has been extensively exaggerated. and.puffed- up by the Press and other means of noulding public opinion.

Und'oubtedly, many of the midd1e class layers that voted Iebour in
d'isappointment and fnrstration will swing bacl to the Tories. At a 1ater
stager it ls on this 1ayer, that a strong right-wing Bonapartist or even
Fascist Movenrent will be conetructed.. The Tory Party w:.tt fina iteeusprit from top to bottom in the sociar upheavals which lie ahead..

The Crisis of the itConmunistrr Party

fhe Cgpaqnlst Party in the post-war period. has suffered. one
staggering blow after the other. Depend.ent on Moscow in the past, the
reverberations of events in the Stalinist Statee have i-nevitably refleoted.
themselves in their ranks and. at each stage caussd a crisis. Wlth the
complete laok of theory, wlth the cynicisur of the lead.ership, and. d.egen-
eration of the organisation on StaLlnist li.nes, they have been subject
like all the Conrnunist Parties in the netropolitan oorntries, to the
pressure of oapitalism, caused. by the Lengthy economlc upswing which has
taken place in the post-war perlod. Their influence among the nasses
has dropoed even from the sma1l share they had in pre-war d.ays. Even
in the Trade Unions, ind.ivlduaL nilitants have secured support as
nilltants not because ofl but in spite of being members of the Communiet
Party. fhe lateet events in Czechoslovakia have agaLn provoked. a crieis
within their ranks.

Meanwhiler the entire basis of the Party has been ohanged. Olly a
small pereentage remaln from the pre-war perlod or even the immed.late post-
war perlod. The average member of the Cornnunist Party tod.ay has no
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greater understand. of the basic socialist theory than the average active

menber of the r"t*"-party. consequentlyr it has been possible to swing :

;;-;il;r"iiip on to " ,rriio*list ;or1cy.' The events in Czechoslovakia

have pushed. the Comnrunist Party leadership even further on this road'' No

Ionger under the d.irect d.omination of Moscow, with the lead'ership c5micalt

and. sceptical of the power of the working class, they have inevitably
fal1en victin to the d'i""."" of refor"mi si' ' More skilled' at deceiving the

workers in their ranks than the Iabour leaders, nevertheless, their
association with uo""o", at this stage, has repelletl the broad' IIISSSBS'

Despj-te the eno:mous opportunities gi""" by the crimes of the Iaborr
6overnnent they ;;;; ffi;-"o*pr"t"r! irr""plule of roaking appreciable gains'

At the same timel no longer having an anchor in the fanatical adhereace

or trrl r.;rt*"i,urp to irhat they consider6a was the soviet unj-on, (in realilr tne

;il;;d,;-*.;;f,f,a"r1,--iir"r-rrlve been cast adr"ift. Fron being a powerful means

of naintaining the- controi of the rank-and-fi1e, the link with Moscor* has

become an emba:=assment, Ihis in its turn raeans that thenspbsrshipcan no

longer be rigidly-rr"ra in control by tle leadership, but is mrbject to the
blows of eventg lt not"'and abroad. They are far more subject to crisis
than the StaLinist Pdrties were i-n the pait' No longer is the C'P' sheltered'
by the wall of blood created by Stalin from the ideas of Marxism, ancl fron the
wind of events. [he leadershlp, ptrrely enpirical, is now at the nercy of
events. The profound. ctissatisiaetion within the rank-antl-file at the antics
of the so-ca11ed. nCorrmuniststr in the Westr and of the lead'ership at hone,
fintls period.ical outlet in the crisie which beset the Party.

It is to be noticed. that the swing to the Left on the part of tbe
delegates to the Iebour Party Conference, (desplte the fact ttrat the vote
for the econmic resolution referred to above, far to the left of the
propagand.a of the so-ca11ed. Communist Part/, received scant mention in the
pages-of the Mornins Star or the otber jarnals of the Communist Party, )
nevertheless, forced. a change of course on the part of the C.P. Ieadership.
In articles, in material on the front Fager and in head.lines, for the first
time in nary Jrears the id.ea of "Socialisn[ as a solution to the problelas of
the British rrorkers is being put forward prminently not as a far off,
renote and inpractioal solution, trut ae innediate policy. &rls in turn wiII
produoe further contrad.ictions within the ranks of the Connunist Party laying
them open to the genuine id.eas of l,Iarxism.

The Mass Ipft Wins

Drring the nhole of the post-war period., the ttl,efttt within the Laborr
Party has renaineti politically nud.dled and organisationally chaotic. There
has been nothing like the left-r*ing which sprang into existence after the
First World War and during the First and Second. Iabour Goverrrnents, It
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has reEained. amorphous and rather a potential force than an organised.
one. The Bevanite novement, even at its height in the ]ast period of
the Iebour coverruoent (L945-51) and during the years of opposition to the
Toriesr never reached. the stage of organisation or influence of the Clyde-
side Left, or of the I.L,.P. It remained. essentially as only a d.eeper
shade of pink refo:mien than that of the official J-eadershlp. At no tirne
did it have any aass influence uithin the rank-snd.-fi1e of the Trade Unione.
Even in the Constituencies, in which it had the undorbted. support of I big
secti-on, i-f not the najority, its conclusione anal ideas remained suspended
irr roid-alr.

Even at this stage, what is signi.fj-cant about the nascent I€ft is the
support which i.t is receiying in the Trade Unioa Movement, antl having its
reflection even in the top d.elegations of the really naes unionsr of the
T. &GW. and AEI', the NUR and. nany others; this vhen the process of the
developnent of the teft-wing 18 really in its early beglnnings. Before
there can be an organised left there has to be a movement of the nasses
themselves. A11 the seedbeds of revolt have been 6own in the last period.
But it required s@e disturbance for the shoots to break through over the
protective shield establi-shed by the Transpolt Eorse Bureaucracy' How

thls coEes abort is' of course' tlepenalent on the development of events
nationally and interna tiona 11y. 31g strike movenentsr and any attempt
to hold back living standards' an attsrnpt to force through and' epply anti-
TU legislation, cou1d. provoke a mass novenent of revolt in the Constit-
uencies and the TU branches.

Moveroents frm belou in their tuln uill provoke correspond'ing
postures on the part of the TU leaders aad MPs, and in their tural be

reflected in the rank-and file. trYon one event or arother there will be

anassgrowttroftheLeft.ItmaybethattheLPitselfwillloovetothe
Ieft, aio will be tlansfosled lntoa centrist organisation, und'er the.
haruoerblows of eventB. In this case the ext"ene right woutd-b€ 

- 
vomited

forth with the sane effect as the neo-socialist split in the socialj-st
-p""iy i" i-:P"" ce *t 19)4-)5. Eere it is to be observe'I that the novement

of tle advanced. elements is not the eane thing as the movement of the

nassesr tholgh they are linked together' At the preeent tirne' the.bulk
of the sincere lefts i" tfr" fU" "id l'P "'" uncfear as to how to achi-eve the

irr-ri i""i"ii"r. rn" i:-rrt"tions of the left vere clearly expressed' at
the Conference; which ,"r" irr" as a baroroeter of the processes within the

Movaent.

fhe process, houever, is a contradictory one' In nanyuays the con-

sciousnes-s of the organised active nasses is on a higher lever ohan evel

t"i.""- i" tristory. -fui for this novement of opinion to be translated'
irio org"rris"d rla1ity requires a movement of the nasses themselves'
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The failured of the poli-cies of i{acDonald. in l929hl in relation to
the situation which existed national-1y and internationally proCuced its
organised reflection in the movenent of the I.l.P. towards ."iarxisn. The
fact that it remained in mid-way position is not a question that need.s
explaining he::e, as it has been d,ea1t with elsewhere.

It may require the experience of a new Iabour Governnent under
rea1Iy ad.verse cond.itons to d.rive horne the lessons to the rank-and-fiIe.
As expLained. creviously, these ccnsiderations play a role al-so in the
thinking and. calculations of the advisers of the ruling cIass, from their
point of view. Ert whichever way events unfoId., there is the inevit-
ability of the rise of a mass, organised. left-wing.

The whole situation is such that there can be abrupt turns not only
internationally but nationally. The mass rad,icaLisation i-n Fyance
which was precipitated into the iAay l)68 occupation of the factories is
an lnd.ication of this process. The norecular process of change and
rad.j.calisation in the thi-nking of the masses is at present oeveloping
in all the main capitalist countries. rt is in the trad.ition of theSritish i'tovement to transforzr its organisations themselves, as evid.enced.
by the prooesses in the;&.r, i[GA, T&G;.iir, Nilli, and. tonorrow the -,iG-,Jii.But a hurri.cane of mass feeling and activity can suddenry change theoutlook in the mass organisations. The process in its early beginnings
oan sud'd'enly burst forth into active involvement of the workers them-selves.

ft j's anong the youth that the id.eas of rtarxism w11l gain the firm-est and most enthusj.astic ad.herents. The Iabour ?arty yoing Socialistsare more and more accepting these io.eas. But the young ,orf,"r", havingbeen brought to und'erstand. the basic ideas of i.tarxism, must carry theseideas into the adult parties, into the fug into the ward.s and. into thefactory committees. tr'rom month to monthr'from week to week, from dayto day, _they will receive an ever more sJnopathetic hearing, as thefonrm of the LP Conference d.emonstrates.

Those tendencies which have been eropiricalry impressed by theepiso<iic movements outsid.e of the orglnised. Iaborrr l,Iovement will endup as they began, on an opportunist basis. The student movement is inltself a reflection of the deep-going _Drocesses taking place vrithinsociety' rt is an indication of the radical upheavals that will affectnot only the midd.Ie class, but the workint 
"iu"" in the next stage.

But unress the best of the stud.ents can be convinced. of the need. towork in the mass organisations, their present radicisation wili merelybe a phase of youthful r'socialist meas1es,,. ,r.", wir_r_ tend to beabsorbed. into the milieu of middle class rife. The cND, which had. nany
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links with the Isborr ivlovement, but which, neverthefess, remained.
separate, but without clear and d.istinguishable aims, inevitably fizzled,
out. The d.enonstrations on Yi-etnam and. like causes, while attracting
the rad.ical elenents among the stud.ents and. rnidd.le class, and. even
sections of the younger workers, will suffer a like fate. Nothing can
replace the elenentary movements of the masses in defence of their stand.-
ards and. even for a change of sOciety. 0f course, great events abroad
would. have their echo and wouId. even provoke explosions anong the masses
in Bri-tain.

hrt, there are no short cuts to the achievement of the socialist
ains embod.ied. in the Iabour Movement. fhe ivlarxists must absorb the
lessons of the past and. apply these ideas to the situation as it exists
and. as it is unfolding.
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Bevolutionary Crisls in lndia

22.

bY IYNrI WAISE

Every year 22 nillion people are born in India and 9 nillion die' For
the vast majority of Ind.ia rs 537 Eillions life is sti1l an elemental
struggle foi exiitence and eurvival. fhe exceptional Srowth of capitalism
in the West and. Japan in the last twenty-five years carmot qonceal the
inabllity of the systen to develop tbe rest of the Yorld in the inperialist
olbit. fhe first great poprlation "explosion" in norld history oane uith
the ilon ptough and the agricultulal revolution of the eighth oilleniun
3.c. Another vas brougbt about by stea[ po]re] anai the inalustrial revol-
ution of the late lSth and early }!th Centuri€s. Both these transfoloations
brorght with then the roeans of feeding greatly lncreased Pog:Iationsr the
industrial revolution blirging an unprecedented. acceleration in the growth
in output per head of population.

In this century, hovever, the popu]8tion explosion in India (and the
colonial. world generalty) is the regult not of social transformatioa but
of social collalse. Ihe absence of all civilised norrs - freed@ fron
starvation, fror d.isease, fron intolerable poverty antl fron the soci-al
violdnce that goes with then - Beana that there ii none of the conalitions
necessary for a stable population. [he capitaliBt systeE, vhich has
exploited the toiling millions of the Indian sub-continent, hao been
incapabl-e of developing the product ive forces neceassry to schieve socj.al
advance. The "population exploeionrr is not the regult of an abnoroal
propensity to propagate inaate j.n the Inalian people, but the conaequerce
of capitalj.Bnrs failure to aecur€ even a Dinlnun lise in ler capita out-putr in.ag?iculture or in_ indust:7. Per capita production oi footigrains (vhich ploviale ? 571 ot t:ne ca rory-Ii-a xe in- India ) hae ateclin€at
continuously 1n this centur7. In 1!18, the average ilaily quantity amiJ.-
able per head was abqrt 20 ogncea. It L)4J, it haal fallln to 15 orncee.
*l:""". 1945 and I9r2 ler capita food euoply declined substantially.
Artnough there Bere periods of increase there vas not qualitative adnance.
Takine 1957-5! as 100, per capita food proatuction declined frm td+ in
L964 to 92 La t965 ana EETa--]3EB'

- Taking the econotry ae a whole, India renains one of the poorer ofthe "developingt' countries, uith a per caoita incone of under U.S. plOO
(c@pared with, e.g. ehana flZ)O and Britain approachi.ng FZ,OOO).



Ttre production of ne!, rice strains, developed in the Phillipines'
five tines as productive as oralinary rice, nhicb is nor spreading irr the
rice produoing areas of Iuilla, while it may turrr India fron a deficit
alea to e rioe exportinS oountry 1n a fev yearel vill not solve the land
hunger in the nrral areae. 0n the contrary lt rrill heLp to accelarate
even Eore the process of dispossesslon of the lover layere of the peasantry
and the conoentration of the land. lEre procesa involved the grorrth of
1licb fal.mer8 and the penetration of barristerg and bueinegs nen lnto capit-
alist faraingl culninating in the lnc"ea8iD8 i-npoveriehment for the peasantrTl

diven this organic social crisisr it seeEB eurpri'sing that' polltic-
aL1y, India hag betn relatively stsble coxnpareil vith other coloniel
couniries. fhere have been wars, inte!-State clashea, congunial riotst
terroriet struggles, but in spite of these the regine set up after
Intlependence UiJ survived. On the one hand, the capltalist spokesnen

have held In*ia up sB an exanple of the auperiority of xritigh- deloocracy'

On the other handr they can hardly beLLeve it thenselves' and have to

"orri""" 
with the Foreign Elitor of the ILEEigigJ=I@ that thev lii$_it

,asionj,shfrg. . . that the .pprf fi"S condiffiE-6f-the nssges have not alreatly
produceil . itrorrg revolutionalJr novementrr'

fhe exllanation fbr this lies' in a number of factore' lfhe nost

general reason ls the xnasslvet heteroge'leous ' -and 
atagnant characte! of

the country. r*""pt .riiir-:";;;i;;i "onditiot'" 
of poritical upheaval'

the peasantlxrr lrith its g"iiail-i";;rty' cultural backwardress' and all
its narrow localr petty E;;ffi"; ls a" seni-lnert mass acting as a brake

on sooial and political "iJ"s";"-'t"iih 
the lack of Eo'Lerrl concentration end

centralisation, tt" tn""Iilii-o'"" which looaliee'I stnrggles and tensions

;;;;;;";";"1'effect on-societv is lelativelv verv high'

In aildltion, the expansion of norltl traile 
-since 

1948 bag to sone

extent cughionetl lndla ;il t;; Eost extldle conseouencea of econ@lc back-

vardneBs. t{ore speciriil"i"i'"- ro' relative political stabi}itv in the

past period' hoi/ever' tt'"fi"-!*gr'i in lollticar 
'leveroprent 

s '

Indeoendence and Co4"!egs

In the first plaoe' oapitalist elenentg received a strong inpulse

fro the rndependenoe l0;#fi;i;;;:'il-- l'ir'" tt'e bou"seoisie of other

colonial countries' th""i;;i;; lorrgeoieie uas too closely tied to hper-

iarign' too 8ft8i'1 or tr'"'iil"""' tI r""a a revolutionsrv stnrggle'

fhe capitaliet e}6i0ents Srsspetl p.anfhi'r e 
-ntheorlrl 

that Intliars

Dosition uoul't gradual;;;;;; ;"'I tbat thlough ""-fo'-" ' 
vith the 

'herp

ot loit"ir, "" "o " "qr"iJ 
p#i'"Ir;, 

-i"aia vouta.aivanae arong the 
"oad 

of

Doritical and econ@ic d;;;;;";: Gsn'lhirs phirosophv of non-

ioiI"rr"e ideallv "''it"a'iil'i]ii"g "r"""' rn anv erse it uas bv no



neana uncond.itional r [arntbatten quotes 0anilhi as saying he rrvas not
against soldiers antl sailors becauae controlled force, aa u6ed by amieE
anil navies rraB at least preferable to the uncontlo1lab1e voilenoe of the
rtrobrro In an atticLe Ln the TlE6s (13.10.69) llountbatten givee an
e:caople of hou, iu Calcutta in L)41, oantlhi useal his influence to fecon-
cile the Dasaes to the psrtition of Benga l into Uegt Bengal and East
Pakistanr hrrith thei! passions rousetl and krives poiaetl, hundreils of
thousanale nere iliverted froD seeking release through bLood and levenge
and nere brought to recognition of their blotherhood through the love
that Gaailhi vae abLe to instill ln theu. "

For inperialisn, acceptance of class tlmination is 'rbrotherhood'l
anal attempts to oppose ilooination uothing uore than 'rblood and levenger.Is i.t any wonder that ltlorrntbatten, custodian of Inperlal interesto,
Bhoultl lesd the celebrations on Canalhi re centenary?

To naintain their hord over the mass novement the congress leaarelgadopted a "socialist, stance. Ihlorghout the lllos the dlnand forrad.ical agrarian refor:n l,as the naia pfant ia Congress r progr"r.. far!42, congress pessed a resorution o"irr,g ior lritleh i,periali'D toget- qut of India, proclaiming that "All p6wer shoultt belon8 to therrorker6 in the factories anal peassnts ia the fields'!. Bri no effort
rra a Ead.e to nobilise the nagsee to inlleEent a prograDrle for power. thecmruniBt Party of rnaria folrolreal the 1j.ne or siar:.nrs comiatl:rr.- .rta tirne yhen Congrese Lead.ers yere going to ;ait, they paesed C.i. feeaersbeing releaoetl. llo oropagate pro-impEriatisi poficiee, th6 ,rco@uniBt,r
STty rrss act,ally suisidisea ui trr" i"iii"r, periatist governnent inIidi." t9 put fon,aral pro-rrar policiee aoong the nasses. In the lntereateof the RBssian bureaucracyrg lgreisa B;ii;;, 

-Jrre 
c.p.r. 

"d"pt;;-;;;:"g?aone of support fo3 iEperialisE.

lrauuirski, hrkharin ! s suocea60r to the readership of the c@inte,,.,procraj'ned that comuniats "gubor.iiai" i[" iJii"ation of this rlght (ofthe cotonial peopre) to. """"a"-iiiir-ii""tpir"t to the ptrrpoae ofdefeatins fagcisn". lt ttre-Lil-L;'(";'ffiise) com!trtrntets shoulri,denand of the iaperiarist gov;;;; ;;';::o_catted. bourseoi. d.eno_cratic states the i rpmediat€, a"r"ii" - -iin*"1ril, 
of the livlng standardsof the toirina Easses ia-the 

"oroii"" iii'ii"?"raing of broa<I are.ocraticrighte and libertiea to-the coLoni"".,, (p"""Ll 12th l,brch, t!lp). {ouhollow, how cynical. these humble 
""ppfi"rti*l for concessions seeD inthe light of subsequent eyerrta.

As 8 result of this treacheroug rpozular Front,, policy, vith noattempt to nobillse the ruorkers 
";-p";;;;':.iiepenaentrv behin. a cragsprogranne, tho leadershif_:f th" 
""tio;i--;;;ggr. p."""a decisiv€ly intothe hands of capitalist lead.ers. rt prov:iaea'! basis for the reaciionery
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Moslem Ieague to split the peasants on reltgians llnes. Using the plomise
of land refotu, Congress nas still 8b1e to gaia I strong hold over a

najority of the peasantry, and in the abgence of any inclependent initi-ative
from the worklng class, ove! tbe halepenaleace aoveEent as a who1e.

fhe tiaeLy concession of inalependonce by Sritain furttrer strengthenea
Coneress I ho1d. It rras not Attlee, the "socialisti Prime Minister' but
Morntbatten uho insisted that Britain EuBt lellnquish direct lule at any
cost. Ee untierstood that to delay handing over to the national bourg-
eoisie would tutn the inalependence noveuent into a levolutionary st!u88le
rdhich could flow over to the social issue& By handing over promptly Sritain
nade it possible for Congreas to Eainta ln its position anil put oD the Dantle
of victory.

In addition, the paltition of the sub-continent into India anil Pakistan
on religious lines provlded the tuling c1a8s witb an ertra lever with !'hich
to daintain thei! hold.

Congress lras now transforoed fron 6 lutionaL Eovement into a political
party which naintained a near-notropo1y of polltlcsl office until 1957'
Corg-r""u tepresentetl Big Susiness aDd thus with'tley at each successive
cliiax of the struggle because it r{oulil have requireal the revoluti,onaly
nobilisation of the nasoes, t hich they fearetl nole than inperialisn. Ilence

the tactic of 'tnon-violencerr which suiteat theo perfectly'

i.r;:; cd,i:'iel,y liter. Indeoendel:ce, politloisns of aII shailes juoped onto
the Congresi band.wagon: "bog:as menbers ioine'I by tena of thousand-s' 

-the
fartyi "-orrorrents ;6ined to Iake it overi. Ttre party became an i-nportant
etenlnt in- tne stabitisetion of Intiian capitaliso' 0n the one hand'

Indiars capitaliEt clas8 achieved a unity that it uoufd n(t otherwise have

,ti.i""a. Econonically, the big oapitaiistst the lantlovnels ' the sma11

capitaLists, the rich ani risi'ng p€assnt famefs' all. di'vided b{ :t:I':y'
provincial iiffei"r""s, hardly 

"ecognise'l 
a cotrmon interest' 5ul llley

recognised the sucoess oi it. co,g'Ess Party antl in the national ideaL

which the party enbodiea iir"y "ri the conditions of their future prosperitv'

Batlical Denacorst

Congresa oontinuealr after 1947, to-i5sue ladlcal ca1ls for Socialist
policj.eg' lard refol:ns i" il"- """"tfoside 

aa'l-socia Ii sation of the connanding

heiShts of the eoonomy. 
"' ,fii"'ili;il;, ;i congreee at the- centre. reflectetl

plessure rnainly froa tue iiiermeaiut" lty"'" in Ihe large urban centtes uho

saw the inage of ttreir fot,re- in the aavince'I countrie6 and felt the need'

fo! a ,no!e up-to-tlate, i"E-riig u"""er to Iniliats problemstr' (Richard Earrig

i"'trr" rii""l. 
--uri" !"ii"i ti,u"*tionsl capitalist anil bis landrord

interests veur wel}. Ot-tn" o"" hanil, socialist ploclanations -belped
DAintain poPular support--and provided an excuse for ttre rrConrnunist" Partyrs

continued tail-enalins "; 
;;rd;;;:- oL the other han'f it cainci'led with
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thei! desire for the stat€ to run and subsialise the basio hearry industriee
ia the interests of the private eector (this 18 vhat the 'rsoclallstrr tr'iv€-
Year ?lans auounted to). l(ational leatiers like [ehn usetl sociali8t
language, but laplenenteal cspitallst policiee, artl had littl,e poue! over
the party nachines in the States. Ilenocracy.j! the Congrees Party neent
that the rarl-aail-file coulal say vhat they likeilr paas vhateve! re6olutio!.s
they pleaaed, so long a6 blg capital took the decisiong.

Ihus reeolution after regolutlon oa lanil !6foro Yer€ paEseal anil laYs
actually put on to the statute booko itr nost stateEr but they either
!€maitreA uni,uplenented o! y€le implenante<I in such a Earner thBt thcy
inoreeeed the coacentratloa of lartal into the haatle of the'Isndlords and
rich peaBanto.

trehru, like [ra. Gantlhi, nov ]lanetl the failure of lanal refom policies
oD th6 faot that this was the resppnsibility of the State Sovereelents aFd
he corltl not inte!ve!.e. Eovever, when the- C.P.I. governnent in tssra ld
atteEpted to iEp leEent Con&ress I lanal refom ploglanne in L957, the central
Soveranent Btepped in and repJ.aceil the electeal governnent by Presialsntr6
rrr1e.

fhe ational Congrees leplessuted an extrenely tenuous unity, yith the
party in th€ state8 representlng dlfferent sections of the ruling class not
unaler the control of the centre. In the past periotl, hovever, the palty
Eachino in a nunber of iDportant statee, antl bcseil oD, this, the aational
apparetus, becarne increastngly alo[inate<I by the representatives of the big
DstlonaL noaopollee. Given the €ndeoic corruption in India, together
vith the very anorphouBness of the other intereats, it uas sinple enough
for then to br\l..coatlol i.n decieive areas. Itris group, uhose policies
leflecteil the ortlook of the hanatfirl of nonoplieq uhich doEiratc the
lndustrlal Eector, becane knoya as the t'SJrndioste'r. The8e rstrotlg uenrt,
srch 68 Red<ty, Patll autl IiJalingappa, cane incleasingly to taks the
alecisive policll tiecieions. [he spllttln8 apart of Congress, hoyever,
has Bharply isolateal the "synailcate,' fr6 tho other intereata anal
eepeclally the !ank-and-f1]e of the party.

this isolation of the mouopoly intelests flol,s ulti-uately f!@ theinability of ths capitsllBt olass ss a yhole to traaslato its natiotralidesl into ecoDonic reality. The ensll J.ooal capitalists, provincial
rantllorilE anal the lntermodlanr Layere of .niald.re-ner. are abandoning hopeof a noalenr, natlonal developnent and reverting to their orn narror]provinaial intereeta, turatag to thelr orn draJt ic rrgolutionsr. They are
able to uae the uaeven and unequal diotribution of soelcity - of fooi,lantl, Jobs - to rrhip up the raclal, tribat, religior-ft-steria feil by
ertreDea of poyerty to illvert the trorkere ancl poor peaaants to their oYn
enals.
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fhe,petty job-hunters and politicians are only too willing to stnrggle
for linguistic or ethnic states which' in the nane of the preser'tatj,on of
culture, would create for th€n exclusive pleserves of iobs and officest
shutting ort conpetitors. t,ihile Iitrarxiste woultl support the creation of
autonolrous linguistic states to be linkeal on socj.alist lines in an Indian
Unitary Fecleraiion, they recognise the reactionary features of the States
wbich result fr@ the policies of Congress and the incapacity of the
C.P. to provide a revolutlonary sotution. fhe demantis for strong Hiadu t
Sikh or MusIiD states, al.though taking the forE of extrene religionr are
in fact denanils to secure to the various capitaliat and landlord elenente
concerned a noaopoly right to explolt theil ovn ethnic or leligious group.
They waat "provincial piotectionisnrr instesd' of "national free trailerr, in
a rut:.te anti regressive attempt to insulate thenselves from the alooinsatlon
of the vortd raarket on uhich only the big nonopolies can comBete aucceas-

ful"1y.

IhedefeatofCongressinsixstatesinthelg5?GeneralE1ectionB
(and in another three soon afterward,s when dissiAent facti'ons dosertetl
i;;e";;" governnento ) and ttre spreaal of-sha\r coalitions fron one state
to fnottrei, clearly indicated that the CongFeee party' the emftf .1tt1]]
oi nationai uuity, was breaking iloun into its coapouent parts'^ l'/ithin
three years this plocess has bEen brought to a head vith l{rs ' Gandhire

"i""f, 
i'itf, the Syndicate and the split of the Party. into two' lT:--^,.-

divisions in Indian society nay (uill inevitably! ) becone progTesslvery

"u"ip"t 
,lir. the cotlapse LitL"'cot'gr"gs unbrella under which i'deol-

ogical opponents have co-existe'l for so nany y"ar""' (Econouist 16'8'69)

The Split

[he split in Congress flowed from the groT ti lsolatiotr of the

Slmdicate, on the one r,'iar-'na Srowiag pre-sure for action on the

economic and social l""ot"'."r'"i L!'"" uE"o'e particularry acute in'the
last two or three y""""r"Lt-lf'" other f'ana ' -To 

naintain her losition
as leader of the party, Mr;' 

"G;"ili-;""-io'cea to break the strangleholtl

of the Syndicate. nue i-ant nationalisation uas essentially a @411
to rarry support. rhi";;;";-;;i"r'-"" innediately seen as a blov 888inat

the nonopoties' quickrv'd;;;"; ;;;;;"se' re-inforcing the radical oooa of

the rank-antl-file and '11-"" 
i"y"'l t:'"6' ttrs ' ean;hi ' hovever rj-oite't

her intention", ,"" ro"J#1;',";e; Iia-in..rosl" of eveDts carried the

split to its concluslon'i" tt'" fornal division of Congress '

fhat this aoti'on was force+.on ltrs ' -Caigll 
and her faction of the

leadership is shown by thea6p-Iete opportunisrn wi-th vhich she novetl'

To nationalise tfre bantsl "f.,. 
ir"a to iemove Desai, the. fi*i": 11T?:"'

who was "greatry t""p"ttla-i" in" "t"t for his inteerity and econoor.c

orthodoxy'r (his dedicati; io ;;";i;ii"') t"a who represented the
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Slntdicate. But Desai had been tr{rs. Gantlhi rs deputy for several yeats:
his policies ha al been her policies. Sinilarly' on the issue of the
presidential elections Mrs. Gandhi had previously supported Reddy' the
Syndicaters canditlate, and only srritehed her support to the 'rleftrs
fiind.ependent'r candidate (under the cove! of supporting a "free vote")
nhen the party struggle made it expedient. Then she began to denounce the
rrsinister oonopoly interestsrr rrho rrere I'conspiring behind the scene to Sain
political control'r - i.e. the clique of uhich she hatl been a part. She
herself, for instance, had installed Mr. Nijalingappa, now her leading
opponent, aa Cong?ess Party bose in 1967. Mre. Oanrlhi received nassive
popula! support, yith big demonstrations in oany aleas, and carried Iarge
majoritiee in both the parliamentary antl national Congress parties. fuch
wa8 the support that the Slmaticate avoided attacking her openly, concentrat-
ing their criticisms on he" rtdiaragard for party disciplinerr anil herffailure in foreign po1icy". In the firet instance, they moved agsinst ther'leftri Congress IlPs, atternpting to reach a conprolnise vith t'Irs. Oandhi, antl
only later expelling her and a majority fron the party. As a matter of
fact, it was the Syatiicate vhich rag thrown out. This bege the question:
uhy, if there yas such nassive support, dial Hrs. Oandhi not Eove againat the
nonopoly interests and. attempt to carry out reforns before the end of 1!5!?

Mrs. Gandhi te hesitant noveEenta in the last few months reflect the
contradicto:Xr position of the political elenente who, on the basis of th€
snall busineaB and intemediary layers of society, attenpt to advanc€ aLong
a precarious and rrmiddlet, way. fn or.,der to advance the interests of the
sma1l producers tbey nant "sociarist" neasureg against the big monopolies.
But they hesitate to nake a fundanental attack on big property for fearthat once the masges vere called into action againBt plivate interests theyyould not be satisfied t{ith the overthrol{ of big property and they, the
smal1 property ownel.s, uright lose their or{n into the bargain.

This shorre itself in the gronirg tlisctepancy betrr,een the radicaltrSocialisth policieg proclained by I,Ire. Oanair:. (ana 
""p""irify- ty-iU"

!ong9o9 
,,reft") and the real con-tent of the governneni's actionl. conperred.to mobilise the middle iayers against the Syndicate, Mr.s. Ganahi an,ouiceAnen ad.vances toyards "socialisni in her Bangalore programme. In faci theEeasures she has taken have been extremeLy tiro:.t"a. The bank national_isation measu:re ras tinitt in the extreme.- it ie intended to increasethe availability of credit to the cred.it-starveal small businessnen andfarners.

Untler private ownership the banks were linked uith the big enter_prises' and agricurture, for instance, yhich accounts for half the nationarproduct' got only aboot l$" of all com,nercial bank crealit. But national_i'sation will nake rittle difference aa far as a rational distributiotr ofcredit ls concerneil, since the banks wilr retain their separate ialentitle8;
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all the executives w-il, be kept oni the interests of depositors will besafeguarded nith no roans to sialr-uusines;-r"r 
"na farrners on an'iuneconomi.c'r basis; and noi 

"""n the.priva"y-or accounts, which concealstax evasion on a vast scare, wirr be inrraded". r,ar fron sorving anyproblems, these neagures may even.read toln expansion of the extensi.venetwork of unoffig-t"1-, unorlanised moneyi"r,a"ii'rho charge rates of intereetmuch higher than the bie taits.
At the Bonbay conference of the congress najority following the split,the.delegates voted' for a whole nunber oi resorut,ions carling for thenationalisatlon of foreign trade, irr"urrrrce, ott*, inportant industries,for limits on incolBes frin property and the inned,iate implenentation ofland refo:m. This. out-pgurinq o{-,'socialist,r phrase" 

""a*ut"arystrengthened support for Mrs. Gancthi; but .p""tirrg to wester.n correspond-ents the Prine Minister"expressed. tfreservations'r, nrrther nationalisationcould be introduced. only as cj-rcumstances allowed. ever a period. of tine,the limitation of insomes was a natter.for the future, land. reform Lrag
urgent but the responsibirity of the state govemqents... . and so on
and. so on.

So far, her measures affect the iRterggts'ef an extreroely smal1
proportion of the pQpulation. She has stopped, shbrt of measures such as
land refor:n, increases in progressive taxation and a ceiling on incomes,
which would cut into the interests of the midd}e layers, who at the nonent
are being recrulted. into the party by the thousqnd..

Anybod.y with the'slightest und.erstantling of Marxisn can see the
banknrptcy of l{rs. Gandhif s policies. AncI the loquaciors Congress 'rleftsrt
are in practice no better: they suffer fror the sene limitations and
simply have nore freedon to say whatever they please. Their resolutions
promising new heights of rad.icalisn conta.in n9 indication of hov or when
their rrsocialist'r airns can be achieved. and. they Bake no seriors effortg
to mobilise the poor Deasants and workers. '

At the same timer the opportunist 'rCoomunist" Parties grasp hold of
Congress I rrleft'r manifestos as an excuse for supporting the 'rprogressive
national and democratic elements" against imperialism. At the same timet
they do not advocate critical support of Congress in the Mrs. Gandhian

form while nobiLiging the workers round a progratnme of transitional demands

Iinked, uith the question of fiehting for powero The Conrounist Partiee'
by using the ercuse of their own ,eikness and the rfdanger of reaction'l
ti supplrt Congress I armchair socialism, are allowing millions of workers
and peasants to be d.rawn into a trap. Neither Mrs. Gandhi nor her

'rsociaList[ followers have any solution. ]lhile her reforms may bring
Iimited. inprovenents, in the long nrn they wiII open the nay to reaction.
The Syndicate is biding its tine waiting for the enthueiastic upsurge
of the workers and peasants in support for Mrs' Candhi to subside in

?9.



disillusionment antl prepa'" 1l: way for reaction' They are preparing

for some sort of agreenent ,ith ;;'" ;;;;;;; ""a ttt" 
reactionarv parties

of Hindu communaliE "ta 
lantllord-capitalist reaction'

Thebanknationalisationlevencombinedwiththesubsequentmeasures
to allow the state to turn loans'io p'i""te industry into equity shares

and. to license production, will'rrii tr""t the donination of big capital

organicalry connected' vith foreign capital'

e concentration has raPidlY accelerated';In the last d.ecad
it is

In these
t exclusivelY

[he incr-
field. of caP-
of lndustry.

t eg ct
ten years the exPansion of the indus trial sect or has been almos

in the area of service industries ba sed on existing: industries'
ease in the produetion of nanrfactures has been largelY on the

ital goods which have little effect on spread.rng the d-iffision

Mrs. oandhi recently demanded. that foreign-owned' fi::ns should' "export
more to help India rs ballnce of payments problemtr. But foreign iorpor-
ations invest in India precisely-blcause of the large profits,they can

make, not solve Inttiars probleml. A recent survey of s999 of the main

British conpanies in India found that betveen L955 and 1954 they increased
their assets fron €5210 by €f0.8rn to A]-)2,8m, naking aYerage annual €Eoss
profits of f28.2m

At the same time, Britainrs trade with Ind.ia has been stead.ily
d.eclining in relative te:ms: it is a real indication of the impasse when

capitalism begins to turn its back on a potential market of over 100
mi11ions.

Meanwhile, Indiats indebted.ness g?or.rs stead.ily; abqrt * of all
foreign aid. and. cred.it goes straight back in interest. And. at the
other extreme fron the hand.ful of nonopolies, smal-l enterprises, enploy-
ing less than JO persons with power (fOO without por.rer) account for
5qL?WI of all industrial businesses. Despite 4assive government hand.-
outs, they are incapable of expand.ing their output to keep up with the
population growth. Because of the vast reservoir of cheap labor, tech-
nological innovati.on is an exception; sroall enterprises account for as
much of the national product as factories, but use four tines as much
labour. Feuclal land relations r*ith millions of amilies living on plots
too sma1l to support then and the interlocking network of o1d. fashionecl
hand.icrafts and back yard. workshops, ereate a vicj.ous circle of stagnation.

This places a block on the d.evelopnent of a market which wouId. allon
capitalism to develop on a scale sufficient for it to survi.ve on the
world. market, and., instead, produces multiplyirqg layers of parasitic
rrmid.d.le-men'r money-lend.ers and. land. agents, with a powerfirl vested.
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intelest in naintaiuing existiDg conditione. lfire so-called. 'rgreen
revolutj.onrr has raioeil crop-yields in soEe aleaar but it has actually
increaged Bocial dj.fferentiation in th6 cornt4rside. only farmere who

can afford credj.t and costly irrigation caD uge nodern nethodsr anal so the
lntloduction of ne!, techniques strengthens thei! position at the erpense
of the poorer faroers living on uaecononic, fragnented plots.

Capitalisxo haa loag passed the point of erhauBtion aa far as the unde!-
tleveloped couotrie8 sle concerned. The erpelience of tbe last fifty yeara
has shor.n that the only vay in which society can advance is thlough the
intervention of the maeees in support of the liquidation of the feuda I and
capitalj-st eLeEents to nake it possible to develop productiQr on the basis
of s centraliged planned econony. The exanples of Russia aail China ' in
spite of the bureaucratic tlistortions, hsve tlenonstrated tLis beyond aloubt.
Ttre rotten Intlian bourgeoisie is incapable of fulfilling a progressive
task, Nor will it be acconpliehetl by the interoediiry layers led by
politicians such as Mrg. Gantlhi. It YiIl be achieved only by the mobil-
isation of the millioDs of rrorkers anil poor people in the countrysiale under
the leaalershiP of I uorking class vanguard olgrnised around a Boclali'st
pro8rallntre.

Kera la and West Bental

The Connunigt Palty of Indla, hovevert has fsiled cmptetely to live
up to its pretendeil rri"iori. responslbillties ' Throughout the 19508 it
steadily gained eupport;-;;ipii,s its thale of the votes natlonallv' rto

main support was' and "l"ili'i"a 
f" be, in Kerala' with itg exceptlonally

hig! eduoational level iy-iiil"" stanilarde' ana in Audhra and l{est B€nePI

utitr ttreir lar86 iniluBtrial concentlations'

At the sane tiEer tha Moscow-orientated leaitership becane increasi'n8ly

d.ivo"ced ft@ the ".r,r "ia rir"' The bolder dispnrte antl nar witlr China

Ln L959-52 split the p,iiv ao"" the middLe' f'he Russian bureaucracy

continued. its support i""'n"r'rtt' 
-but 

such was tbe p'ostf,ation of the pro-

Moscow leadersr that "'*i"tily'broke 
away in suPport of the pfo-Chineoe

"J"g, desplt€ the g"t";i unptpulari'ty of Chiaars actions'

|lItrragstaggering,.,wribesRona1tl.'"f,'x"ffi*l*,"H:.
closei'to wehnrli poricies the senior leaders
to be than ,no"t spoxe"ii;-ti';t;;;"; itself"' uoing the exsuse that

Nehru arone prevented ;;; ;;";ffi;;t froo-usins th€-var ":."1 :'3-u",to
;;; ;;;- c.i'.r. and r"t ii," onlv hope of -progresgive 

poricies rav.u
strengthening Nuir"u, til " cr"i rItalt";- t"oiaea inv euggeetion of an indeP-

endent stand. rea ty Naroloodiripad' leader ot tire Kerala CP' a majority

of the Barty in west ;;;i;-K;;ia'antt other i'rpoltant aleaa' cane out
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in opposition to the old guaral leal by S.A. Dange. They repeatetl alL the
criticisns of tbe l{oscoy leadershlp nade by the Chinese Party' of their
oppottuni.a[, their reforsist approachl their lack of internat ioDa lisEr etc.,
naqy of then correct in theoselves but applying equal.ly to the aotual poli-
cies of the Chineae Party. Its suDport for Ayrb Xhan in Pakistaa, anal the
policieo pul8ueal by the pro-Chinese partieB i.n Inilonesia, Pakistan anal eIBe-
vhere, sbowed that their policies reflected th€ narroy int€lests of e
aatlonal bureaucracy no less than those of the Russian Party.

In reality, the split in the C.P.I. Ieflecteti the conflicting interqsts
of alifferent grotlp8 vithin the paltJ' epparatusr not a retural to iDterrEtion-
alist perspectives. lhe fact that l{aEboodiripatl, vho led the pro-Chires€
faction, hBaI uutll- the split been General Secretar? of the C.P.I. inalicates
this. Undoubtettly, support for the slogans of the Chinese wing clid refleot
lark-anil-file pressure for note uilitant policies but its leaalership repre-
sEntetl the opposition of functionaries yhooe position iras being entlangered
by the natioral Leadelshj.pts incleasing alivorce fro nasg support in the
Iocalities. The oltl guard uas oaj.nly niddle class in origin, westerar in
it ealucation, hatl been imbued vith the slavish parlianentary outlook of the
IIehru period, antl depended nore on Moscourg favour than itB Buppolt fr@ belor

Uhile there vas nidespread hostillty toyards China, sections of tbe
uorklng class anal the peaaantry eay China aa an inpreosive naterial aucceas
in sharp contraet to conditions in India. Froo the point of vier of the
"leftrr leaders, whi ch sti1l vieyed politics primarily from a parliaEentar?
positioa, th6 'rtheorj.esrr of Maoisn which 1ay enpha8is on the peasantrTr as
the nain r€vorutionary force, provideal a coaveniert juetification for opport-unist appeals to the peasantry uhose euppolt, in a country of g0 nillion
peaeant fs[ilies, is essential for electoral auccess. Of "oE"e, }lar:ist
unilerstatd' the neeil for peasant support if the bourgeoie-alenocretic revolution
i." !o bg carrietl through to a conclusion. &rt it is recessarTr to explainthat only revolutionary Deasures r.eading to worke rg pouer and. iire estabrisu-
Tent of a rro:rkels and peasants deoocracy can really gerve the needs aD.tlinterests of the peasantry. Only tbus can landloidisn and, capitaliea beoverthloyn. It uil-I not be d.one rritb alliances antt conditions suit i_ng
"nationarrr capitarists and "national" randlordian. Events si.nce the iprithave proved that the c.p.r.(M) is no more able to pt"y. ,.ooiriio*"y-"or"than the C. P. I. fmn rrhi ch it broke.

..llhen.the C.P.I. (U) caoe into office in Uest Benga I J.ast February
a8. the na in party in the United Front, the 'rTineer comented, "ttre chuu_ist auccess might nake for a nore staile goverrunent..,. it does not fo}loytbat the revolutionary party erected to p6ver in a levorutionary state yi1lpluag€ lnto rcvolutionaqr activity...... fhe exanple of the coinrnists inKeral' ha. not been one of ertreois,' (14.2.5g). rt is ia the irterestsof the tRrliug class to use the 'tco@lnist,, tea6ere to coatain Esss
9llgsltion to the systeo. fhe C.p.I. (].r) retumerl to office ii earals in1967 but '.nothiDg haa happened, notlin6 itieopiee, notfrir6 achieved. (F.T. )

)2.



It is not our fau1t, says C.P.I. (i'{) }eader Gopa1an, itrs the
systen and at the monent we have insufficient support to
change it. In the neanvhiler Gopalan 8asures inveators through the columns
of the Financial Times that they will rrfind. a genuine welcome for their
investmenttr - until the tine for revolution should' come. Such is their
bankruptcy: they provicle a prop for cspitalisn until such time as the
nrling cliss r,rill turzr to use disillusioElent with the "connunist govern-
mentrr to discredit tbe ideas of socialism anal attenpt to smash the left'

In Wbst 3engal, the action of the Central Government in ousting the
United tr'ront goverrunent a few Bonths afte! it had been elected (in U6Z)
rebountlett on it last Febna:y. The Arnrita Bazar Patrika reported that
news of the U.tr'.rs victory was received 'raroitl unprecedented scenes.or
jubilation, reminiscent of th" d.y" vhen CongresB caoe to Pouer after
indepentlence". But the inalicati;ns that the C'?' Leaders saw parlia-
mentary porrer as an end in itself were already there when they formed a

"uniteal trbont'r with trre c.t.I., the Sanga Ia congres= Party antl various

other f,left', parties on the basis of a )2 polnt 'rBininlun proS?amme '
This was nothing if not a--nen variation of the Popular Front ' -T:
p"p"f"t lbont ii " .orfiiion wiih "libera|r sections of the exploiters '
Ienin all his life foughi th" Mensheviks r'rho put forward' siEiLar policies

and carlied then out ir, 
-irr"--"o"i 

it ion Kerens\r Govenrnent of 1917 to which

the Solsheviks offered inplacable opposition'. The correctness of this
policy vas vindicated i. ii" 

- 
t""of"iion of October' 191?' Agreements

between classes ai",tt"l""ify- oPposed' as are the norkers and peasants

with the ,andlords ""a ""-pil"ii"i"-"r*y" 
ends, disaBtrously for the exploi-t-

ed. crasses. rir" ""pitliii;-;;i; 
te"L *r'"" thev ale threatened with

collapse' onry to ,"' ;;i";;;'*i"ii" to paralvsl tl" iTitli:1::^:t tn"

nasses and. trith thei-r *l=ui"""t denoralisation turaling to reactron'

The 'tunited Front I srl progranmet while containin€i refoms which wolld

be in the workers I i-nterestsr is based on a contradiction' It aims to

prevent unenPloYn ent by resisting the introduction of autons t ior}. It

opposes laY-offs and aims at fixing wages on the basis of need rather

than ProductivitY' It stands for the non-interventlon of the Police in

trade union struggles ' But it avoiils the basic Problems: the stflrcture

of societY. The prob lems of l'Iest Benga 1 'rland Problens '
irrigat ion

problems, food Product ion Problems r nrr"al electiification and. vater suPPlY

problenst education Problems, and so manY other fields " "" (A.B.P. ) and

the condi tion of Calcutta ' the "nightmare cityrr, are j.ncaPable of Piece-

roean solution. In fact' insofar as the U .!'. ta reforns are 1mp lenented, the

ioxoedia te Prob lems will be accentuated. There has been a steady decLine of

investnent in \rlest Benga 1 for a whole Period snil rrthe lecession -b ornd

i-ndu are not expected. to recove r if the mand'ate of the U. tr'.

is imPlemented'l nancial T imes , t4.2.69). On a caP italist ba sis t

industries such as engine erLng and jut e wil1 go to the va}1 unless theY

are abl-e to so1ve their Problens at the lrorke !sr er;lense ' The rrconBunist"
st"ies.......

Ieade"s are faced with a clear choice3 either link uP the i rediate
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d.emands with a progEmme for the socialist transfol:Eation of socj.ety or
make uay for defeat.

Writing in the Tines recently, Joyti Basu, the C.P.I.(M) Deputy Chief
Minister of West Beugall tried to explain to its readers 'rWhy l,larxisn
nakeg slov progress" in India. The nai.n reason he adduced t as that, asyet, there was insufficient support for lrlarxist policies, the people (i.e.
the electorate) is not yet ready. the cLassic€I excuse of refo:Tists JIf the leaders have to vait until the vorkers anai peasants are'beady" theyvilr uai.t until - the counter-revoLut ion. Thege leaders apparently have
nothing to do Hith building anovenent to chaffiiociety - they uait untilit comes.

&rt the trenendous enthusiasD for the U.F. victory shows that Largesections-are a lready i_opatient fo! a lead, are read.y t-o roove. ,fhey arewai.ting for the ,rleadersr,. Huntireds of thoussnds of lrolkers took theelection of the U.!. as the signal to stage a gerieg of 'rgheraos',,occupations of factories for wage i.ncreases. The u.F. Glvernneni refusesto.use.the police to protect th! eoployers _ vho are frequently locked inuntil they agree to concessions - agaiist the yorkers, 
"oa 

ti,"y take thigto be very "revo1uti.onary,r.

3ut in the absence of a caropa igxr of a caropaign of action to organisethe norkers behind a socialist prog;=rr" tfri" l" iar from revolutioiary inltse1f- As in the paslang ." "; ;;;;;;ing-lca r", these unorganisetlstruggl€s vi.1 read to conter-attacks and, il"""""ing violence vhich can beused-by the ruling class to d.iscredit tfre iaeas of sociaLj.sm, confuse thepeople, and panic the middle f"y.r" ir, 
-lfr"-aiiection 

of reaction. Theinevitable outcooe !'Iill-be tirri" 
"oon"i ""-iii"r, the u.F, r,ri1L co,1apse orbe ousted, and this wilr be i"ir""qJ-iy-;t;;;;" o, the workers.

The logic of events is such that, in the fi.rst pIace, the C.p.I. (M),like the Popular trbont goverrments in the f""t ,"y even attempt to use thepolice and the army against tir" "o"t":r""io'lio, tir"t they can keep ,,order,r_"rn the interests of sociaLisn,,, oi 
"o"r"J. 

-"1fr"aay, 
they have beeninplicated in the emergency.lavs aireciea 

-.s, 
j.nst the Naxalites, rdho areatte'pting to impLemeni.Mal'" ia"."- Ji 

-;-";:;i,a. 
strusste amongst thelandless peasants' rahrre the-NJlJdi"?]=t,i#-rovar.s the peasantrtrr canprovide not way out, rhe^fact. th"t ;;;; i"i*"ltolrr* a certain support forthese policies in a state that contain"s .- 

"tiorrg uorking clasa underlinesasain the utter banknrpt"y oi ur"-'dli.i.-tii'il.u".".
However sincere the attemDt of the Naxalites to find a revolutiona4lpath, thei! perspectives are nistaken. Ttre peasantry can ploviale thebasis for Bonapartisr. 

". 
p"tl 

" 

-""a""""""r",'i 
Slnaitions of dilectineeocial change' but cannot provid.€ t;"-;;;;"ilp for a sociarist reiorution
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Eo,.lever cofrupt the present leailelB of the vork.ra l ooY.€at ' it 1o

the vorking clags that nuch provitte the leaderchip fo! tbe sociall8t
revolution: Gleat evente anit splits ia the Strllnttt P'ltlrl vlll Proriite
the forces: the taek of }Isrrlstl i8 to r1! thorc fote" rltb Dcrspeotl""
antl a progranoe.

PertDact ivot

|lhat i8 the [oBt\Y ]lkely oanree of deveblr€11ts aoy? 0o' thllg 0'[
be aaid yith cortairtrt 'il;i";,iJa""r" 

"i 6'iDg Prep'rsa' tbr Proo"'
li ii"-r"iJii""tio, o-r rorces-ie uliue tepiilv accentuat€d'

For s perj.od l!rs' Caadhl is Colgreee ulll u:ldouDtrilly oottlu' to F1!
cupport. sn" cooe'"""11;;;tliil;i;"-:y:** that th' ?'rtv'a
stnrggle Save it t '"' 

f!"t"-of life la aaw arieas' Aotion raE belng

taken for tbe flrst "tt-:'i-"ore 
thsn tuenty yeats - tbat urr the Eood

of nany thousaads ' """ 
"etiiii 

t"--"oppotte-ra- ai- once begen to recruit the

lntemeilianr elenents ""'til"ii"i" 
oi'ieoorari"i iorr"i"i"' Brt this'uirr

not last inderinitelv' hi, t"i-il i;ry -:: 
t:n*:"iimil:J:""i$:H *

xl':1i",,1i::$*#";"if '",llln:'"ilHr,""':{83$#l:'fi$;:t:j.il= #;-i;;ers of the people unaer tb:-Ti}:
lit#ii1 cipelled to Eake further aova! agarn

;;ffi ;; ii-!i"rr, r9treat and op€n the vaJr rc

foroee.

trhat Yav out le th€re fo' capltarim? 'Pirfif; fl:;:l:::"t""eP!€a€nt-

*u:lliii:'.tlrf ,'}m,ll*8"#,r'**1.iii*li"],lf*;*i,*1'th"*,.
Dogeibly enteling into

*f-rl*tff*d***s*tdffi
tbe alticle 1a the cor

mtfi'-nt*t*ry**ffi
PropertY1ess Plov1del
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big capitaL, for the preserrat ion of Ias, otder and propsrty against
'ta!ars$t. A6ain, thie underliee the olinina 1 mle of th€ CPI and C?I(t{)
in not atlvanolng a vorleil out prograorne nhiob vould proriile an alterrrative
itt the fo!! of clear social gains an<l Socialiet Denocracy. On the other
haEal, !hB. Gantlhi rs stateeerlie of her intentions. cauot ie takea at facev1lue. alr.edy she bae backad up the aationalisatio[ of the banks rritbtbc natloua lisatiolr of certain iEpolts of ia&retrial laH nateliels,lsasur€a ahe had previously opposeai. lhe capiteliat press in Briia il hagerreatly unilerstood that shl wiit aost pmbabli adopt further ,"" """"", iotha fi'rst place to outbid the connunisi partils anii naintain rrer rnaepm-alellce of their 6uppolt.

- -. .lltho.rgh the giant corporations of the l/est coatiaue to plunderrntlia for prcfits, the vorld narket has u"." ii"r"""rngry concentrate. iathe advanced cou[tries theos€l.,e8 
"oa "r"y r"il the u'aler-d everopett vorr..lbis bas boo, refrected. by the gravitati oi r"ai. towarara the steriaietblock, vhlch, fo} its orflhFeasons, 
. 
haa stesatily lDcreaseai nilitaly atalecoa@ic aiil to India. tr'or certain sEction8-lf the nidille layert thlraid appears as a 

'oore viable haaiel"i-it.-ii-ritr€ deyero irDent tha'coDnectioE rlth th€ ll/est. ssrE'r'iJlrl,Er EIIEE

Ia spitc of Mre. Gandhire neutralistrr stand., ber governaent bas

i{ #i,:T i:i"ilft,.::,ili;.,lt riiFltr}il,;"m: ffli:,fri"yars yith pakiatan and ctja6, 
"oi"o"!i, *Ji'riur:o arrJr haa iacreaged la;##i""*il;y*i j;"H:: t*;;;;;"il,;il1' TLu,,,* ror a poea ibri

i:r:.8::i"{3'{'ili}'flJiiifr: :,"s5T#*?:..of "nv 
aqui*caaor.

.i"9"."!"y "oa ""rio."--iia tr,. ;;;ii,s "i;;; #":'ii,:"i"H ;ffi.I"u t;;ifl:"t:J::Til"f:,:t p,opo"tionJo-fri-oill,i".r stretrsth. Tne

_ion 
or-soci eir- i,"","iJ,rXi"fi{:ll&Hl":d"rruy;*#":#:"*lf "-f,r9-sunloe. 

a linking up on an :.ot""n iioiJii"-i 0""r" uith the rest of.

llhe erlsteace of a

l*=:iruml*.f ;,t":li}i "#ltif lti:iti:,&,"iiiifi .::iac,,o,
entrenched c@pradole' aD 

_ 
other ""pit"i'ii-'rrr;;:1l^ry":fut-, 

atoepty
the struggle. Alreadv tr,"-..-.Ili"qrr"u rnreleats Eeta the beris fO!r"ros u""-:a'-ii ,"Ioii!"{olnl 

t?919*1' rerisious end other aifferenceg areeLectioaE 
"ri"i_i#"'J",^" 

coaditions for reaotion. f" tl"_i"i"ii-- -.

Hii;*x'iilt*;irT: F;fl$:ii",;$:,il:i:lilt.ii;ditr iltr.
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In the funjab, Jan Sang- (representing Hindu extreoism ) has fomed a ruling' coalition wi.th Akali_nal (reoresentiie sikh 
"rt""ri*) o"-ti"^"oJ"l" u"i"of reactionary poLicies. 

. 
D:ri.ng tfre"st"uggfe lrithin the Cone."";-lh"Swatantra. fomed bv a number of"princely iln:.fies and backed by businesssections, attacked. i'lrs. Gandhi fo, i,", iliiire to inplement Congressl'rsocialist poricies' and calred ro- ror"-iiiical policies of nationarisation,

lt/ha t this means.is, not that Swantantra. is moving towards socialism,but that, on the basis-or r"ti_r"oipli;:i;;"", it is attemptins to mobitisenasa support frorn the impoverished. ,iaaf" iiy"r" i.n order, at a later d.ate,to be abre to use then ;-, t, i'i""i.g i"', iLr"* the vorkersr movenent.Ilf";rlffi; ii'3rtjr'"1"'.it cannot ue"rurea-out, moreove!, that the arny wirl
""a ""t"tii"i"."fii;:"i:";::l#;,:i".1ff::"::,il;;i:ru.j.:;i$i:,i::*,
3,"r'33 ;;t;l;x":Jt^1-strons.workins class Eakes- j.t inpossibre for Big
Parties t" 

-ui""-r'iX, ea sy solutions' &rt the failure 
"i 

- 
irr" 

"c",-riii"t
,,patience -efnl;";J;:o creates deadlock which the ",-y i;";;;" ;;;:i,ln p"ti"tri]'"';;:;:' mav attempt to resoLve.. a:t-i} ii"liiir"rri'lrrr"
contradict ion", arr. 

"lill?d 
of dictatorship, has not been able to 'solve itsDuch a move fron the 

rances of such a sotution in laai, -u";";;";";;; 
rqrote.long run. arqy could only provoke even greater upheavals in the

. Secause of the p(rn a perioti ,ir"n 
". 

pl/-"llonement of the revolution in the advanced corntlies
.ins sociery, "il";;;;:j;i:r::": I:tu":ff}:.,': ,: lo,s"" ;;;;;iJ Ii a",,"rop_

;:,ff:l::-x:":x'i:ffi";,.]:";;i:";rilr:::!H:flJ:;T;",':'il H:' u""',,"""=i"i

l]S"tl"l uith the r"ror.i"t'l-'i;;',,i::u::;io workins crass. becane in turn
3::k.or the socialisi-""""i"rili]"" ;i:"::";l-the nain ractor in the hot.iing

lplElq;:;iiil, "ti:i"i:it' r,"'H';:":1"*;;it't#""Hiih""
Itr#n ;*:; : r;:: fi : "_.:;i:!i! ffi:i i.,:H ff #,jm:. ;:* }:#xs,asony or ;;;;;i;:; ;$.iil#:;: countries can be rieriverea rrom the proronsed

OnIy nov, after tu
ffifqp*iffi:i::-li;:i#"I"ii",l"f i:::"1, retreat' is the process or
cannot auait d "r"r onrurr- lra-p"" "rrrtJ.oi"il;; 

- 
i"t 

whele it was broken off in
banner o*r," -;i."i,ii,JI",;i;afsij;""'fTi"lr 

Iff:}i:::,:!i:Hi."frl:I'ffJ
i,f:ff;r:#li:1"::ii"r;"1:.trr. oppresse;',;iil"' eraborated ana exprainea in
vorr(r.ns cr.ass as , ,nori"lttol "iir' a'"lli;;;:""' can thev achieve the

) on uhich th&ffi;=;:--:l-th" vy'est and the worrdvelopnent of society d.epends.
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Trotsba
on Workers' Control

Introduction

lbe questioa of tdorkets I Control is recelvtag uI'le

publioity in the lPrade Lnion atrd labour l{oveoent '

Unfortunately, it is Elxga up Yith the idea of

Uorkers I lilanagenent vhlch is an entileIy Alffelort

oonoeption'

We !e!!lnt b€Iou tha Chapter on

taken fro I€on tlotsky r a book

Uorkets I Coatrol

G€t,oerry,r: l,{rittea tovar'la the end of 1931t the

naterial in lt clearly e:rp1sils the dlfferencee

betveen the tvo' At tbe Ba[e ti'se t it shor6 tbe

oethod of Uaitl& 1tr oortraBt Ylth tho6e of

Stalini$r and Refolals'

D

"What
fo,
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From the Archiyes.'-

I,,lhenever.we speak of the slogans of the revolutionary period' the
tstter should not be construed in too narrow a aense. The Soviete ehould
be createil only in a tevolutionar? period.. &rt vhen does that begin? Ote

cannot consult the calendar and. thus learal. One can only feel oners way

through action. fhe Soviets raust be createal at the time when they can be
created. x

The slogan of uorkersr control over production :reIates, particularly
and in generalr to the sane period as the creation of Sovlets. hrt neither
should this be oonstrued mecbanically. S?eci-sl conalitions nay drau the
nasbeg toward control over production considerably prior to the tlme vhen
they will evince themselves ready to create Soviets.

Brantll.er and his left shadow - urbahns - have used the 81o8an of control
over prcoduction, independently of the political ba ckgrountl. Ihig has
served. no purpose other than to discredit the slogan. But i.t vorld be
incorrect to reject the slo8an no\rr under the conditions of the loming
political c]iiais, only because on the face of it the mass offensive d'oesnrt
exist as yet. For the offensive itselfr slogans ale necessa4I which nould
define the perspectives of the moveoent. The'period of propagantla rmrst
inerritabJ"y precede the penetration of the slogan into the masses.

The campaiga for rrorkers I c ontrol can tlevelop, depending upon the cir-
cunstancea, not fro the angle of production but fron that of consumption.
The promise of the Bnrning govemoent to lorer the price of com[odities
sirnrltaneously with the decrease i-n wages has not naterialiseil, flhis
question caanot but absorb the nost backvartl stlata of the ptoletariat,
rrho are today very far fron the tbught of seizing power. Workersr control
over the outlays of industry anc the profits of trade 1s the only real for!
of struggl"e for loner prices. Unaler the conditions of general dissatis-
factlon, rrorkersr coomissiono, vith the partioipstion of worker house-wives,
for the pulpose of checking up on the incfease cogt of margarine can become
ve4r palpable beginnings of wolkersr control over industry. It is self-
evid.ent that this is only one of the possiblo nanners of approach and it was
given onLy aa an example. Here the matter lrilL not as yet concer.It the
ma[ageEnt, of induetqri the working wmen yi]-I not go so far at once, such

*I€t it be borne in mintl that in Chinar the Stali.nigtg worketl against the
creation of Sovleto dur:ing the peri-otl of revolutionaty upsurgei yhereas,
vhen they decided upon an in8urrection in Canton during the vave of recession,

they appealeal to the nassas to create the Soviets on the very day of the
insurrection, 
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a thought is far removed fron her nind. Brt it is easier for her to pass
flom the consuner contlol to the protluctive contlol and fron the latter to
the dilect managnent, d.epending upon the gehelal developnent of the revolu-
tlon.

In contenporarT Ceroany, under the contu.tion of the present crisis,
control over industry signifies control not only ove! the orerating but
also over the paltly operating and shut tlol,n indrrstries. This presupposes
the gaining over the conttol of those rrorkels yho l{orked in those industries
prior to thelr disnissal. fhe task thereby Bust consist of setting tlie
dead industries into motion, under the leadership of tr'actoty Connittees orr
the basls of an econonic plan. This.leads squarely to the queetion of the
govertrnenta J. administration of iDilustqrl i.€.1 to the expropriation of the
capitalists by the workers I government. Workerst control, in thie rise,
ie not a prolongetl, rrno:nal" cond.ition, like wage acale ag?eenents or social
insurance. The contl:ol is a tlansitiona). meaaure, under the contlitions of
the highest tension of the class uar, and eoaceivable only as a brj.dge to
the revolutionary na tiona lisat j,on of iutluetry.

The Srandleritea accuae the L,eft Oppoattion of having snitcheal from
theo the slogan of control over produotion afte' haring jeereil st this slogan fo,
a number of years. th,e acqusations has quite an unexpected tone, [he
slogan of control over industry rjas filst iasued., on a rrid.e scale by tbe
Solshevik palty in 19I?. In btrograd, the charge over the entile cao-
paign in this sphere, as vell as in others, rras placed in the hanals of the
Soviets. As an indivitlual, vbo v&tched thia rlork snal participatetl in it2
I bea! vitneos that ue ue?e never obliged to tura to Thalheirner-Brandler
for initiative, or to make use of their theoletical infomation. The
aocusation of ttplag"iarism'r is fomulated uith consldelable carelessnese.

But thts is not the chief trouble. Ihe matters are nuch worse vlth
tbe seconti part of the accusation - until nov' the "Trotslryistsl have arguetl
sSainst a campa ign under the stogan of oolti'ol ove! production' but right
nolJ they cone out for thls slogan. lhe Franillerites see herein orr j.ncon-

sistenct, As a DAtter of factr they only reveal a conllete i8rrorance of
revolutionary dialecticr Yhich is packed into the gtogan of vorkers I

contrcI by reducing it ro a technical prescription for "nobilising the
naoges'r. lhey condernn themselveg when they cite the fact that they have
been repeating for a number of years the slogan which is suitsble only for
a revolutionary period. The woodpecke! tJho has ilrilled aray at the bark
of an oak tree, year in antl year out, in all probability at the bottom of
his heartr also htlds to the conviction tbat the l,ooalEan, vho had choppeil
alorn the tlee uith the blorrs of hLs axe, ha6 cliioinslly plagiarised fro
him, the uooalpecker.

For us, therefore' the slo8tsn of control is tie'I up uith the perioil
of tlual-power in industry, which coreeponds to the transition fron the
bourgeois regime to the 

-proletarian. Not at allr contraalicts us fhalheimer
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dual-power Bust sigrify "equality (J) with the propri"etorsr'; h:t the
workers are fighting for thej,r complete leadership of industrj"es. They,
the B36ndlg1ites, vill not a1low the revolutionary slogan to be 'rcastrated"(tfrat is they way they put itl). To then, rrcontrol ove! production
signifies the managenent of the industries by the workers'i. (January 1?,
ln2). Bat why then call nanagenent as control? In the language of aII
nankind unaler control is understood. the surveillance and checking of one
institution over the vork of another. Control may be active, d.ominant I
and all-embrr8clng. But it rema ins contfoI. [he very idea of this s]ogan
was the ortgrowth of the transitional regi.ne in industrXr when the capitalist
and his adDj.r.is trators could not longer take a step without the consent of
the workers; but on the other hand, uhen the vorkers had not as yet pro-
vided the political prerequisites for nat i.ona Ii sati.on, nor yet seizeil the
technical management, no, yet created the organs essential for thls. Let
us not forget that uhat is broached here conceralB not only the taking charge
of corporati-ons, but also the sale of products, anil the supplying of fact-
orieg with rav matefia1s, and net, equipment, as vell as credi-t opefetions'
etc.

fhe vorkers I control begins with the j-ndi,vidual workshop. The organ
of the control is the factory coEmittee, Ttre factory orgaas of control
join together with each othef, according to the economic tj.es of thej"ndustrles themselves. On this stage there is no generaL economi-c plan
aB yet. Phe practice of vorkers t control only prepares the eleoents of
thio pJ.an.

On the contrary, the r./orkers I management of industry, to a nuch greatet
degree, even in lts initial steps, proceeds from above, for it is insepar-
able fron state-power and" the general econonic plan. The organs of nanage-
Eent are not factory conmiftees but centralised Sovi.ets. The role of the
factory connittees remains inportant, of course. fut in the sphere of
nanagement of industry it has no longer a lead.ing but an auxiliary role.

4r.

The correlation of forces in the factory is detemined by the force
of the genela 1 oneet of the proletariat upon the bourgeois society.
Generally speaking, control i6 thi-nkable only during the indubitable pre-
ponderance of the poli.tical forces of the p"oletariat over the forces of
capitalism. 3ut it is wrong to thin& that in a levolution all questions
Eust needs be and. are solved by forcei the factories nay be gained Hith
the aid of the Red, Guartl; their managment requires neu legal and aclnini-
strative prerequisitesl and over and, above that, lcnowledge, routine, and
organs. A certaj.n period of apprenticeship is required. lhe proletat-
iat is interested j.n leaving the managment during that period in the hands
of an exper:ienced ad-noinis trat ion, but compelling it to keep al1 the books
open and establishj.ng a ride awake supervision ove! all its affiliations
anti acti,ons.



fn Russiar where followi.ng the bourgeoisie' the technical intelligentsia
was convinced. that the Bolshevik experi-nent rould endure only a few weeks, and
therefore had steered its course t oward,s al1 sorts of sabotaSe and had refuseal
to enter into any agtleements, the stage of the uorkers I control did not devel-
op. Moreover, the war uas deBtroying the econmlc stnrcture by changl'ng the
workerg into soldiers. Therefore, there is cmparatively litt1e in the
Rtrssian experience to be found in relation to vorkers t control, as a sPecial
regime ia iadustry. 3ut thie experience i8 all the nore va luabLe for the
opposite reason: it denonstrates that even iR s ba ckldartl countr? unde:e the
general sabotage of not only the proprietors tmt 8180 of 'the adrinistretive-
technical personnel, the young and inexperienced proletsriat, surrornded by
a ring Of eneniesr was abl-e nevertheless to ageeable the nsnagement of lndustry.
I{hat yould.nrt then the German working class be able to accomplisht

Tlle pnoletariat, as has been said abover i8 interested in seeing to it that
the transltion frorn the private capitalist to the etate capitalist and then to
the socialist methoat of proaluction be accomplished uith the least ecOnoDic oO4-
vulsions and the least drain uDon the national nealth. lhat is why' rrhile
nearing power and even after seizing power, by vay of the boldest and nost dec-
isive struggle, the proletariat will evince a cor0Dlete resdiness to establish a

transitional regine in the factories, plants antl banks.

l,Iill the relatj.ons in iniiustry in Cermany during the period of levolution
be conposed differently flom those in Russia? It j.8 not easy to ansv€, this
question, particularly flom the side lines. fhe actual course of the class
s-truggle'lEy not leav! place for workels I controlr as a special stage' Under

the eitreme- tension of the aleveloping Btruggle, under the lncreased pressure
of the uorkers on the one side antt the sabotage On the part of tbe propltietOrs
antl administratots, on the other' there ray be no roon left for agreenente'
eventhou8htemporarlr.Insuchacase'theproletariatwillhavetoa63u[e
together *itn tn" po{er' the fu}1 nanagement of industry' Itre present seni-
paialysed. state of industry and the plesence of a greet army of unenployeil
make quite possible such a 'icondensed.rr way'

But, on the other hand, the presence of nighty organisatione withj-n the

norking class, the bringing up of the German vorkers in the spirit of system-

atic activitles and not 6r Improvieations. and the tard.iness of the nasses in
svin8inStoward.srevolutionwhichcantipthescaleinfavourofthefirstvay.
Iherefore, it would le :-nexcusable to reiect beforehand the slogan of control
over ploaluct ion.

In any event, it is obvlous that in Gemaqy' even llore than in.Rl8sia'
the slogari of workera I control has a purpolt apart from that of vorkers t nan-

,g"r""il Like nany other transitional slogans, it retains an enormous sign-
iiicarrce indepen6eni of the degree to which it will be realised in realityt
if rea1i.getl at all.
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The prostituted theoreticians of reforoisn StteBpt to digcover the

tlavn of socialiso :.n trre-Lneigencli decreea a8ainst the vorkers ' From

ii"'i'ririt"ty so,ialisn" or Eihenzotterns to the police sociarien of

Brrrning I

I€ft boElgeti8 l&eotog:ists dreso of a ltardeB 'c8fiita'Ii€t €oon@y''

art ."pit":,i", Ls had tirJ1o deEotsttate t'b!t ia thd line of plirDs it
i" ".*t:." 

ouly of dralnl,,g the lroduat ine fo'ass for tbG sake of war'

IislegEldilrg e.brJrthilg eG", 
- 
iNl"t -nEnner. 

c8i tho 
'lsrreEitreEc€ 

of
Oa:mriny ; lrLtb ite "rror-*"-iie*€s 

of inpolt antl export - upon the uorld

narket be regulateal? 
.qj.

By its readiness to establish tran8itiotlal for:ns of uorkerst control'
the priletariaa vanguard wins over to its Eide the uore coneercative
etr"ia of the proletariatl and neutrallses cettafui grg.rpE of the_petty .
to"r8.oi"i", eipecially, ihe technicelr adElniBtrstive, and banking staffs'
Stroria tne capltaliats and the entire upper layer of th€ adaini8tlation
evlnce an utter irreconclliabil ity by r€Eort llg to nethods of economic

;;;;;;g;; the respongibilitv for ih"- ge'"re &eeaured that spring therefloE

":.ir firi in the eyes of thl nation not upon the vorkers but upon the

ir""iif " "f*""". 
fuch ie the suppleoentary political purport of the

"i"g"" "f 
rsorkerg t control atong vitir the atove ndntioned econonic and

a tln j.nis t rat ive Purport.

In any case, the extremes of polltioal cynicisn are attested" by the

fact that ihose people who have issued the slogan of control in a non-

revolutionalT environnent and thereby have given lt a purely refofioist
character, "t"rr"" 

,r" of centrist duaiity, becauge of our refusal to iilen-
tify control vith managenent.

The vorkers vho will reach the questions of the nanagment of-indust4l
rrill not wish nor *iff iiey te alle io become 

'In:nk 
rith Yords' ftey have

becae used, in factories tL deal:,ng nith naterials, leas flexible than

;;;;;", .tta trr"y rriLl coroplehenil our thorghts. better than bureaucrats;

i""io""' t."of"tilnary thinking does not c-on: j.'st ln applying force every-

iirere ara at all tinLs, and fil less in choklng Yith verba 1 enthusiasm over

force. llhere force :-" i"c""t""y, thele it- must be applied bo1d1y' tlecis-
i""iy ."a conpletely. hrt one must Imow the lioitations of force' one

*r"i- fro, wtren the L1end. force with a manoeuv:re; the bloi, with an agree-

,e"t. 0n anniverearies of Leninrs death the Stalinj'st bureaucracy

repeats conned phrases about "revolutionary -lealisn'r in order the more

iil"iy to j""t "t it durlng the rer08 ining 364 tlavs '
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Wer on ou! sialer propose to begin Yith the-sector of the Gernan-

Soviet "elatj.ons, 
i.e.' ihe vorktng-out of a nid'e plan of collaboration

oetueen the soviets antl the oernany econq)r in connection witi- and

supplenentary to the second five year plan' Tens antl hund'reds of the

largeBt factories 
"oora s;-"h""a it ruir steam. [he uneroplqnnent in 

_ 

Ge:many

coultl be entirely liquio.Iied - it rould hardly take mor€ than two or three

y."r" - on the b-asis 1f .t ""ott*ic 
planr nhith vould €mbrace fro a1l-

ai.tles onJ-y these tvo corntries.

The leaders of capitalist industry in Gerrnany, obviously, 
-cannot 

roake

such a plan' because it means their social self-eliminat ion ' But the

Sov:.et iove::rn ent r with itre aia of Ger.nan vorkers rorganisations' first. of
aI1, the trade unions and the plogressive representative of Geman tech-
nologr, can and must vo:rk ort an Jntirely practical plan' capable of-.opetr-

ing tnlLy grandiose p"t"p""ti"""' fow 
--peity 

Yill appea! all these ttproblens'r

of lelarations ana supprli.it.ty torf pfennilg in comparison to those posslb-

iliti.es whichvill be opened by 
- 
coupling the natural, technical and organ-

isatiorpl resoulces of the So;iet and' Ger.man natlonal economios'

The ceman comuniBts are spreading uiale-ecale propaganda conceruinS

the sugoeesee of soniet "phirff."s. Tiis tork is necessary' They fly into
sugared embellishments. llhat i8 entirely superfluous' 3ut worse yet' they

have been unable to lj.nk together both thL successes and the alifficulties of
the Soviet econol[r vith the-inroediate interests of the Gefioan proletariati
wLth unenptoym.ent, with the loYering of rages, and vj'th the general econonic

irp"""" oi' c""r"rry. fhey have beei unable and unnilling to pose the quest-

ion of Sovlet-German coititoration on a Btrictly practical as weII as deeply

levolutionary basis.

Duging the filst stage of the crisie - nore than tv'o years a8o - \'e

posed tiis-question in print. And the Stalinigtg i-mmediately set up a hue

ana crT that- ve leli.eve'li ihe leacefitr co-existence of socialism and capital-
ism, that we r,ant to save capitalism, etc' They failed t9 19":""" and und'er-

atand Sust one thing to Yitr rrhat a potent factor in a socialist revolution
a conciete econonic plan of collaboration could bec@e' if it be nade tbe
subject of aliscussion iu trade unionsr 8nd at factoly neetings 

- 
among- the

workers of operating as neIl as of ahut down in'Iustlies; and if it be linked
riln iU" slogan of iorkerst control ov€! production' and subsequently tf,ith

the slogan of seizing power. For interrrational planned colLaboration can be

realisel only under govelnnent nonopoly of foreign trade in Gelmany-1 anil the

nationalisation of t[e means of p"odo"iiot, in othe! wordsp und'er the dict-
atorship of the proletariat. Along this toad, one could puI1 new Eillions
of uorkers. non-party' social-denociat, antt Catholict i'nto the etnrggle for
poYer.
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The Tarnows are scaring the Cerman workers vith the plospect that
the iualustrial break-do$n as a conaequence of the r€volution rrould result
in frightful choas' faminer etc. I€t it be kept in min<I that these EaDe

people supported the iEperialist war vhich could bring to the ploletali8t
in its train nothing save tortuxes' hardshi-ps snal ilegradation. To br:rden
the proletariat with the agonies of nar undet the banne" of the Eohen-
zollerns - yesJ Revoluti.onary sacriflces under the banner of 8ocia118n?
No, neverl

Discussi.ons conceraring the topic that rrotu Oeman vorkersrr vould
never agree to suffer 'tsuch sacrificeg" consigt ln sinultaneoualy flat-
tering th€ Ge::rnan workers and vilifylng then. Unfortunate\' the GelrEan
rrorkers are too patient. the Socialist Revolution nill not eract from
the Ge:man proletariat one hunalredth of those sacrlfices that were swal-
lorreil up in the war of Hohenzollem-Ieipart-Wele.

URBAENS - U1tra-1eft Co mrist who broke vlth Trots}ry
to form a.rtleft-Co@unist'r 0rganisation ln
Gerlaanv. Ttris has nou c@pletely digappealed'

BRITNINC - Gerrnany Chancellor'j-t)' l93l-32 r'ho o"8anlged a
geni-d-ictatorial regime which prellalecl the my
for nore dictatorial reglEes an'I then the
Nazis.

SBAIIDLER-TEA LHEIMEB - Right vi!8 Comrrnist leaders ir

---ffi't| 
who suplorted the ideas-of Bukhsfin '

Tbeir tendency has completely dlisappeared
internationa 11Y'

TAnNOrr/ - RiSht wing Social Denocrat'

(" 
".{
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I'trIITAt{T IXTERMTIONAI REUIE1I NO. I receivetl a ualm l{elcome fron rea'Ier8

in hita in and overseas.

fhe oonth)'y paper s!Lt!g!, has grorn innea sura bry in cilculatlon
an4 inf luence over tire lr"t iffioa-, "nd 

ii can cla ira Euch of tha c"edit f or
the fact that tbe ldea6 of l,larxism'have attracted conslderable interest and

supPort 1D 811 sections of the Labour Movex0ent in Brltain'

l['he lessons of tbe historic experience of the workers' stnrgg-
li,ng thro:ghout the world to create a new world wide classless 6ociety' can

ont! te inidequately touched on within the pages of a nonthly of the size
of llililanE, .td ,rlrn.ror" subscribers have welconed the appearance of a

r""E[ii"r\r supplenentalT iou:nal ]'hich hes the space to examine in
aetiit ttre Uacti,"rouaa to the itrrggles ir eacb countqr and the broad con-
clugi-one to be dra$n fron contexoporary events'

It is the purpose of Militant International Revieu !o devote its
pages to this essential taskr to ttre tfreoreti cal consi-deration of the
itigr"rr" anal perspecti.,"" oi th" leadershlp of the workerst organisations
ind the study -f ]essons fro, the histoiy of the Iabour l'lovenent inter-
nationally. Ia addj-tionr we intend to reproduce relevant writings flom
the peDs of th6 g?eat pj.oneers of l{arxj'sn.

The first issue of i'i.I.R. was sold out wi-thin tvo nonths - a

total aale of one thousand copies. Already, we feel ready to print
subsequent iasues and expand our circulation. Meanwhile, we are at the
n@ent actively engaged in n0ovi.ng into biSger prenises and acquirlng a

printing press of our own.

',/e apologise ior the Celay in appearance of I{'I'i'' No' 2t hich
was part1ally due to the strain on our resources wtl.lch preparing for our
installation into our new prem.isesr a rove l,/hich rep"esents a real spring-
board. into the future which wi-l] strengthen the volce of }larxism !'ithin
the Sritish Igbour Movement.

If you think that our work 1s of any vaIue, we urge you to help
us 1n the following ways 3

Take Ort A Stand.ins Order For i{.I. R.

Order A 1k Sun:rlv Oe Sale or Retu:rn

lfi.th fraterna I greetings,
The Editorial Board.' I'1.I. R

Send Us A nonation Io Eelp Us l4eet Orr Bissest Challenae
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